j.l.  DATB 

1 

Soi:J.ejiiber  1958 

|L  LOCATION  f 

» 

SliG/'field  Lake,  Ohio 

3.  DATE-TIME  CROUP 

Local  — AM 

GMT  21/08002 

4,  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATIOK  ^ | 

O Ground^  Vi  wol  O GrcHmJ-Rodor 

□ Aii^  Visual  □ Air«lfit*rea|it  Rod  or 

5.  PHOTOS 

6.  SOURCE 

□ Ym 

QHo 

Civilian 

7.  length  OF.OBSERVATIOH 


o mins 


I.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


one 


9.  COURSE 


N to  E 


12.  COHCLUSIOKS 

□ Wol 

□ Probobly  Boltocm 

□ PQs«iUy  Bolloon 

□ Was  Aircrolf 

□ Prdbably  Aircraft 

□ Passilily  Aircraff 

n Wm  Aftfrefiomleoi 

□ Probably  Astronomicol 

□ Possibly  AstfOfiomicol 

n«k-.  Mtjht  i 

□ Iniufficiwit  Dot*  far  Evalitaltan 

□ Unki 


L 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

Sourced  bedroom  was  flooded  with  an 
intense  light,  she  }.ooked  out  the 
window,  and  saw  an  obj  flat  & circular 
slowly  moving  north  w/an  oscillating 
motion.  Obj  was  emitting  pinkish-gray^ 
smoke,  had  dull  aluminum  color.  Obj 
rose  Instantaneously  out  of  sight. 


11.  COMMENTS 

Investigation  revealed  two 

light  source^,  either  or  both 
of  which  could  cause  the 
'oscillation* , plus  ground 
ish  fog  & presense  of  smoke  in  th 
area  which  could  have  reflect 
lights. 


ATIC  FORM  329  (RBV  36  SEP  S2) 


i 


4 

* 

3he  called  to  her  husband  who  also  saw  the  object » but  could 
not  Identify  it.  About  five  minutes  later  she  looked  for  the 
object  af^eln,  and  found  that  it  had  shifted  its  position  in 
a westerly  direction.  She  does  not  remember  seeing  the  moon 
even  though  she  did  look  for  it.-  She  describ^^s  the  sky  as  clear 
The  red  object  did  not  aeeet  to  be  the  source  of  the  light 

which  Illuminated  the  room.  According  to  the  vitnossr  the 

* 

object  was  2 inches  vide  at  a distance  of  14  inches. 

By  using  similar  triangles  the  size  of  the  object  secfn  by 
Mrs.'WBMMHt^vas  claculated  at  about  22  feet  In  dla<7ieter. 

Her  first  estimate  was  12  feet^  but  later  she  said  that  it 
appeared  about  1/3  the  length  of  her  front  yard,  which  is 
65  feet,  from  house  to  street.  This  would  confirm  the  22 
feet  figure. • 


* 


% 


On  the  same  morning,  about  2 am,  a Mrs. 

, Iiorain,  watched  a ”big  red  ball**  moving  outside 
her  window.  See  fig,  6 


The  object  made  a low  pulsating  sound  which  made  the  witness 
'•sick  to  ray  stomach,”  She  thought  at  first  that  the  light 
was  due  to  a train  or  possibly  a truck.  A railroad  runs  one 
block  south  of  the  house.  The  witness  was  lying  in  a bed, 
with  her  head  about  15  feet  from  the  window,  which  is  two 
feet  across,  and  she  said  that  the  object  took  up  the  entire 
width  of  the  window,  ^fhen  it  approached  nearest  to  the  window 
the  witnesr.  thought  it  was  giving  off  heat.  The  sound  connected 
with  the  object  increased  and  decreased  as  tho  the  object 
advanced  and  receded.  An  examination  of  tho  tress  outside  the 
window  disclosed  nothing  peculiar,  even  though  the  object  must 
have  passed  through  some  light  branches.  The  wltnosa  thinks 
«ho  hoard  a crashing  esund  when  tho  object  first  appeared. 


On  the  marnlno’  of  Septonher  21  • 1958 • the  moon  oet  at  ap- 


could 


proxlmately  It 07  a*m«  This  explains  why  Mra« 
not  see  the  noon  at  2i30  am*f  and  makes  more  myoterlous  the 
detail  about  bright  Illumination. 
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'Saucer'  Terrifies  Housewife 


From  First  rase 


tClaivrre  K.  Hambly  uid  ho 

I w as  itDl  noUlied  of  aisbt 


He 


Krom  Uiat  ci»,  his  ac-i  inir  eid  had  iv^t  had 

count  of  the  ir.Hdeiil  agreed ' •*wucrr“*  reports  from  an 
uiih  his  s*-*pniOti-ier's.  cUc. 

Dotii  al'-^  sa;d  that  (he^  A chock  of  n<.;shbo:s 
'■fiauccr"  male  a wh:rTinE  noi£c. 

Thor.  e.i  it  lofc.  thr  noise  took 


vealcit  that  no  or.c  else  in  the  I 


tfavc.'*d  arj 
anylr^.i;:  ur.UFual. 


coud 


o;:  a nrnfflrd.  whiiung  &o’.ird. 

Jotin  der..oniktr<<U'4  with  s 

low  rn'Totilrg  in 

pitch  tO£fU'.er  wnh  a l:um. 


Not  Sern  bv  Other* 


*nie  "sauoor”  u,<s  do.cnb~dl 
*5  round  from  n lop  or  Lollomi 
‘.icw  and  ova!  fr^'rr  a side  view 
with  a roiir.dcd  cap  cn  top.  li 
was  about  eight  feet  In  diatr.' 
etc.-,  the.v  aairl.  and  about  three 
feet  high. 

h'lU^ri'ald  said  it  had 
openin.M  on  both  $:d's  in  whirh 
slkc  saw  b 'icnt'S  of  small  tubes 
“!:Ke  small  e.'Chr.ust  pipes." 
Sheffield  Lake  PoUce  Chief 


I 

. 

f 

J, 


lohn  Fitzgerald 


Mrs.  William  H.  Filzgorald 
FiUgorcld 

Shoillold  Lak*  family  •xaminM  xneck«up 

of  "gaucor." 


PUUi  D«tlcr  SUIT  FtuKd 


t 


. $ . 


Flying  Saucers  on  Top  of  C.acula, 
TerriFios  Sheffield  Lake  Woman 


« 


By  Aixrx  D.  ASMBOLT 
Lorali)  Cni>o(y  Cvrrrkpondtnt 

TpiriMed  imdL  »iiflkon  by  tliolr 
expe  Hence,  n bride  Id  Lft!;r 
liouiewife  erd  her  10-ycnr-old 
stepson  >p'‘i'?rctiy  relatrd  n 
weird  account  of  a 3 n.m  vir  it 
by  a "flying  taucer." 

Mn.  William  H,  Kitascrsld, 
934  East  Drive,  said  Stic 
watched  the  obj-nit  for  more 
than  five  mimitrs  at  dose 
range  after  a bnlliant  light 
roused  her  from  her  bed. 

Tears  filled  her  eyes.  ftUl 
reddened  from  crying  until 
dawn  foUowintt  the  cxpciirnre. 
as  she  told  of  unsucccrsiully 
trying  to  wake  her  husband,  an 
unemployed  tnick  tlrlver,  to 
help  her  through  the  ordeal. 

"I  had  just  g'Jtje  to  bod  after 
the  last  movie  rn  TV."  she  said, 
when  * a bnllinut  white  glcrc 
filled  her  bedroom  through  the 


rloi^ed  window  drape J,  The 
niovlti  \^aa  "Dtacula'i  Daugll* 
t or.  ’’ 

Blinded  at  fu^^t.  she  hid  her 
head  under  (he  piltow  until  the 
lij.ht  s'U>.<.<drd.  Th**n  she  ftsX>d 
on  tier  t»ert.  loc'ki'tl  through  the 
wiiidO'v  and  uMched  the  "tau* 
cer"  glide  over  her  driveway. 

It  hovered  a foot  above  a 
neighbor's  lau n.  suddenly 
glowed,  and  discharged  a cloud 
of  "hesvy  pinkish  * grayish  • 
purplfah  smoke  froin  the  aau* 
ecr's  back  and  siiici,"  the  said. 

It  then  tv'cpt  In  a ciine  onto 
Mrs.  ?*lt^gcrah^*.s  front  lawn, 
$he  said,  and  rose  to  about 
;>cven  feet  above  the  ground. 

After  It  complrfei  two  short 
circular  manrmcis.  she  lost 
night  of  It,  she  siud,  when  it 
sped  straight  up  irito  the  sky- 
over  the  top  of  her  home. 


Mrs.  Tiizgcrald,  1’8,  tnid  her 
daughter,  ('hruty  Lynn,  7,  and 
her  hu-^haiid  slept  pc  ice  fully  as 
she  watched  wh.it  stir  ilescriljed 
aa  "the  most  horrible  looking 
thing"  she  had  ever  seen,  "It 
was  tei-rir>ing,'*  she  said. 

Aer  stepson,  Jolin,  ■ fourth; 

grade  student  at  Milford  Lie* 
meniary  School  In  Cleveland, 
\vu5  spending  the  weekend 
visiting  h.s  father.  He  was  In 
the  nevt  bedroom,  also  at  the 
front  of  the  house,  and  hap«| 
penrd  to  be  .awake  when  the 
"saucer'*  made  Its  early-mom- 
Inp  nppearance. 

Since  his  small  bedroom  win- 
dow was  ntiove  bta  eye  level,! 
he  explained,  he  could  not  see 
the  olvject  until  he  stepped  on 
a M all  iieat  register.  By  that 
time,  he  said.  It  w*as  emitting 
the  doud  of  smoke.  I 

rAs*  *•  rniMina  atl 


September  29 » 19^6 


Bep.  A.  P*  Bauiobart 
House  of  Bepreeentatlves 
Wasblogtoii^  D.C* 

■ ib 

Dear  Hr.  Baumhart; 

•p 

You  no  doubt  have  read  the  accounts  of  my  experience  vltb  a 
"flying  saucer  on  the  morning  of  Sept*  21.  Articles  appeared  In 
the  Lorain  Joiirnal  and  Plain  Dealer.  I have  sent  a summary  of  the 
sighting  to  the  Air  Force  UFO  Center  In  Dayton , Ohio* 

Will  you  please  check  vlth  the  Air  Force  to  find  out  their 
conclusion  in  this  case? 

If  these  objects  are  landing  in  populated  ateas.  It  vill  not 
be  long  before  disaster  strikes.  This  is  delnitely  a menace  to 
ordinary  people.  So  if  this  vas  a government  missile^  can  you 
stop  them  from  being  flown  In  populated  ereast  If  it  did  not 
belong  to  our  government^  this  fact  should  be  made  public,  and  proper 

steps  should  be  taken  to  Insure  the  public  safety* 

■ 

I have  tallced  to  people  who  have  Investigated  similar  sightings. 
These  people  tell  as  that  usually  no  real  Investigation  is  made  by 

the  Air  Force,  and  when  one  is  made  the  results  are  rldlculoua* 

■■ 

I would  not  have  written  this  letter  if  1 did  not  feel  sincerely 
that  the  matter  must  be  studied  closely  by  authorities.  Ihe  object 
which  came  down  in  my  yard  had  no  business  there,  under  any  clreum- 


■tanees . 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
Bouse  of  Representatives 
VaahlngtODj  D.C« 

October  2,  19^8 


Office  of  Congressional  Liaison 
United  States  Air  Force 
9381  Old  House  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C* 


Attention:  Major  Corbin 


Dear  Sir; 


Please  find  enclosed  a thermofax 
received  from  wy  constituent,  Krs 
of  Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio. 


copy  of  a letter  I have 


I am  f onrarding  this  to  you  in  accordance  vith  the  in- 
structions you  gave  ms  and  trust  you  viU  find  this 
enclosure  self-explanatiury. 


I would  appreciate  your  advice,  and  assurances 
and  consideration  will  be  given  to  Mrs. 
so  that  I may  properly  advise  her. 


t attention 
summary 


Sincerely  yours. 


/s/  A.  D*  Baumhart,  Jr.,  M.C. 


ADBtbv 

Enclosure 


NEV^R  VSE  FOR  APPROVALS,  DIsiAPPiiOVAlS. 
W'^URRBSCRS,  OR  SIMILAR  ACTIONS 


* 1 ' NAHf  on  Tint 

SAi’IS 

IHITIAU 

CIRCUUTE 

-4 

OR9AMlkATJ0N  AND  LOCATION 

PATC 

COOROIKATION 

2 

FILE 

INFORHATrOtl 

X 

NICESSARY 

ACTION 

INCLS 

NOTE  AND 
RETURN  1 

4 

tEC  HE 

IiaNATUM 

milARU 


SUBJECT 


SAFLL: 


SUSPENSE 


ACTION t 


INCLSt 


CONGRESSIONAL  INQUIRY 
(Object  landed  in  yard  of  Mrs. 

Sheffield I Ohio) 


69306 


{CM  A.  B.  Baumhart) 


ASAP  - not  later  than  14  Oct  58 

Req  aemo  w/proposed  reply  per  HOI  10-20 
and  indicate  AO  name  & telephone  number. 

Itr  fr  OM  to  AF  L&L  2 Oot  58 

cy  Itr  fr  Mrs.Himihto  C/M  29  Sept 


FROM  NAMK  0 


OMMIIUTKm  At|0 


fflliLIAM  C.  VAN  PYX 
Major.  USAF 


DD 


TioiiKaterlel  & Operations  Branch 
Congressional  Divisi  no. 


I HI  50 


R«placai  DA  AGO  Form  895,  I Apr  48,  gnd  AFHQ 
Form  12,  10  Nov  47,  whidi  may  be  wiod. 


DAT! 

6 Oct  56 


TffLCPMOHE 

78692 


IS— 4S49T<4  6P0  ^ 


1 refer  to  your  Inquiry  concerniag  the  Interest  of 


an  xmidentif led  flylo^  object  she  aav  on 


on  3 October  1936 


Initiated  other  phases  of  an  investigation 


contacted  Mrs 


to  possibly 


this  sighting 


Investigation  revealed  that  a railroad  track  ran  near  the  home  of 


Ihe  night  of  Urs 


s sighting  a train  passed  the  hotore 


the  saoks  hour  of  the  reported  sighting*  The  train 


rotating  headlight  vhicb  under  sooe  conditions  vould  produce  unusual  effects 


Contact  vas  also 


vith 


Bosun  Mate  Villi  am  Schott  of  the  Lorain  Coast 


Station*  Chief  Schott 


that  he  vas  using  his  spotlight  in  an  attempt 


to  attract  the  attention  of  another  ship 


the  light  vas  directed 


direction  of  2frs 


house  • 3he  time 


this  incident  coincide  vith  those  reported  by 


f Ohio^  a witness  listed  in  Mrs 


report,  couldn't  recall 


anything  unusual  on  the 


of  the  reported  sighting*  Kr 


of  Lorain j Ohio*  vas  not  available  for  interview*  Ibe  weather  at  the 


of  the  incident  vas  a misty 


Conclusion  of  Air  Force  investigators  were  that  the  oomblnation  of  moving 


lights,  noise  of  the  train  and 


veather  accoimt  for  the  Illusion 


the  evidence  in  this  ease*  concurred  with  the  conclusion  of  the 


4 


4. 


* 


4 


For  your  Information^  X am  InoloslziG  the  latest  Separtment  of  Defense 
fact  eheet  on  the  subject  of  unidentified  flying  objects > dated  6 October  19^6 » 
This  fact  sheet  clearly  outlines  the  Air  Force  position  vlth  respect  to 
unidentified  flying  objects* 


Sincerely, 


Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio 
October  29»  1958 
Public  Information  Officer 
Wright-  Patterson  AFB 
Dayton,  Ohio 
Dear  Sin 

This  is  a request  for  the  official  conclusion  on 

■ 

my  UFO  report# 

My  sighting  took  place  ori  September  21,  1958,  at 
my  home  in  Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio#  It  was  investigrted 
on  October  3 and  4 by  Sgt#  Hof  and  Sgt.  Haistan,  both 
of  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center# 

I was  assured  by  the  sergeants  that  the  conclusion 
would  be  available  to  me  within  thirty  days#  They  also 
said  that  if  the  case  is  in  the  '’known"  category  I will 
be  furnished  with  the  evidence  which  indicated  that 
conclusion. 

Please  send  the  conclusion  as  soon  as  possible. 


UPO  SIGNING 
SHEFFIELD  UKE,  OHIO 
2L  Septenber  1958 


On  the  moming  of  21  September  1958  at  approximately  0300  EOT,  the 
witness  was  awakened  by  a very  bright  light  which  illuminated  her  bed- 
room, Looking  out  a bedroom  window  which  faced  her  front  yard,  she 
saw  flat  I circular  object  with  a dome-shaped  top.  The  object  was 
approximately  six  to  eight  feet  from  the  ground,  moving  slowly  in  a 
northerly  direction,  parallel  with  the  length  of  the  house,  and  descend 
ing  with  a floating  oscillating  motion.  The  object  was  reported  to  be 
approximately  ten  feet  from  the  window  when  first  sighted.  Mrs.  X in- 
sists the  top  of  the  object  was  clear  to  her  In  every  detail,  and  that 
the  color  reminded  her  of  dull  aluminum.  The  dimensions  of  the  object 
were  estimated  to  be  20  feet  in  diameter  and  approximately  six  feet 
thick.  The  object  was  reported  to  have  made  several  tunas  around  the 
yard  and  then  rose  instantly  out  of  sight.  Total  elapsed  time  was 
estimated  at  five  minutes,  Mrs  X's  stepson  also  viewed  the  object 
from  the  bathroom  window  which  is  located  on  the  same  side  of  the  house 
as  Mrs.  X*s  vantage  point. 


In  Sumnaiy,  the  investigation  revealed  that  a railroad  track  ran 
near  the  hone  of  Mrs.  X.  Contact  with  Mr.  station  master  at 

Lorain,  Ohio,  revealed  that  a train  passes  the  witness's  home  at  approxi- 
mately the  hour  and  date  of  the  sighting.  The  train  had  an  oscillating 
headlight,  and  this  ll^t  could  have  been  seen  by  Mrs.  X.  Contact  was 
also  made  with  the  Officer-In-Charge  of  the  Lorain  Coast  Guard  Station. 
The  chief  reported  that  he  was  using  his  spotlight  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  another  ship,  and  that  his  light  was  directed  toward  shore  in  the 
general  direction  of  Mrs*  X's  home.  The  time  and  date  of  this  incident 
coincide  with  those  reported  by  Mrs.  X.  Mrs,  Y of  Lorain,  Ohio,  was  con- 
tacted but  was  unable  to  recall  arching  unusual  on  the  night  of  the 
reported  sighting,  Mrs.  Z,  another  ifitness  of  Lorain,  Ohio  was  not 
available  for  interview. 


The  weather  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  was  intermittent  mist  and 
rain  ^«ith  haze  and  smoke.  Weather  is  always  an  important  factor  because 
of  its  direct  effects,  and  the  fact  that  it  often  allows  for, indirect 
conclusions  (i.c,,  stars,  planets,  etc.,  may  be  immediately  ruled  out 
vdien  there  was  a thick  overcast  at  the  time  of  the  sighting). 


Investigation  further  disclosed  that  Mrs.  X received  letters  from 
other  self-appointed  UFO  experts  concerning  her  sighting,  Tliece  letters 
all  inferred  that  Mrs,  X may  have  been  harmed  in  some  way,  and  were  toned 
for  encouragement  to  Mrs.  X and  all  directed  tov/ard  discrediting  the 
U.S,  Government  and  particularly  the  Air  Force, 


The  Air  Force  conclusion  in  this  case  is  that  Mrs,  X and  her  step-son 
were  victims  of  an  illusion.  This  illusion  resulted  from  the  combination 
of  lights  from  the  train  and  possibly  the  Coast  Guard  boat,  the  roar  from 
the  train,  and  the  prevailing  weather  conditions.  It  is  not  uncommon  for 

n^'nrsnnQ  hcnrintr  f ai  itil  1 a y*  vanf.acrp  rminf.  q f f\  PVT^pni  Pfinp  +.hp 


1 


12  IJoveniber 


Dear  Mrs 


Your  letter  of  29  October  195^#  addressed  to  Wrlgbt- 
Patterson  Air  Force  Base  concerning  an  unidentified  flying  object 
alehtins  on  21  September  at  Sheffield  lahe,  Ohio,  has  been 
referred  to  this  office  for  reply* 

The  conclusion  of  Air  Force  investigators  were  that  the  com- 
bination of  moving  lights,  the  noise  of  a train  end  the  prevailing 
weather  at  the  time  acco\mted  for  the  sighting  experienced  by  you 
• that  night. 

Sincerely, 


LAURENCE  J.  TACKER 

Major,  U3AF 

Executive  Officer 

Public  Infonnatiou  Division 

Office  of  mfoxoation  Services 


f 


Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio 
November  27,  1958 

Dear  Major  Tackert 

Would  you  kindly  specify  what  moving  lights  caused 
roe  to  see  an  object  22  feet  in  diameter  and  6 feet  high 
hovering  in  my  front  yard  ? 

Your  reference  to  the  prevailing  weatner  has  also 
confused  me  somewhat*  X stated  in  the  report  form  that 
it  had  stoppea  raining  some  time  before  tne  signting.  I 
would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  woulu  explain  these 
matters  to  me  in  a llt>ole  more  detail* 


* 


Sincerely 


* 


II 


Colonel*  U5AF 


SUSPENSE 


DATI 


SU8JCCT 


JJFQ  Slshtine,  Hrs. 


ROUTING 


initimi  "fK*  coiujin  r«vi«w  prior  io  mction^  *OUT*  eoltimn  to  donoit  rrvit^  of  complotod 

Mction,  (X  ft^r  mction:  for  coordi n«r  ion,  J 


OFFICE 


OUT 


OFFICE 


OFFICE 


OFFICE 


OUT 


OUT 


orN*  1 


AFOIN 


Otn*A 


0\fi*  IX 


A^0U4-t 


0\H* 3X 


OTNWX 


AFDIN'X 


AFOtH*Xf 


AFO IN-X2 


AFDIN*X3 


AF0IN«X4 


AF01N*X5 


AFOIN<  7 


CABteS 


rrie 


Dl SPATCH 


* 1 . * . » ^ ■*  • ■ ‘ 

>3t  Attni  Maj*  Taeker 


DATE 

10  Deo  1938 


COMMENT  NO. 

1 


(Sheffield  lake»  Ohio) 


COMMENTS  (I't 


R*  J.  lSl^/ao/6-92l6/Bldg  828 


!•  It  is  evident  the  only  explanation  that  will  satisfy 
so-called  firivate  UFO  luTestlgators , is  that  she  sav  a space  ship*  To  these  indivi- 
duals* including  Mrs • she  saw  a "flying  saucer"*  and  nothing  we  can  say 

will  change  their  way  ort^nklngc 

2*  According  to  the  Lorain  Coast  Guard  Station  log*  the  weather  throughout  the 
early  zooming  of  21  September  1938«  was  alternately  misting  and  raining* 

3*  Althou^  Mrs*  claims  a train  did  not  pass  her  house  at  any  time 

Just  prior  to*  or  after*  her  sighting*  a check  with  the  Lorain  railway  station  was 
made*  It  was  determined  a train  did  pass  her  house*  going  vest*  at  about  the  time 
of  her  sighting*  having  a headlight  that  made  a figxire  eight  osolllatlon* 

% 

4*  ATIC  retains  its  original  stand  on  the  oonolusiozis  in  this  case*  Mrs* 
IBHMMIXl.was  the  viotim  of  an  Illusion* 

I. \”  ”'*r^nvAL3i 


Inols  t 


H«  K*  GILBERT 


TYPE 
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e. 


/ 

* 


Z2-(  5 
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UivCWSSiFiED 


23  December  X$^S 


Dear 


This  Is  to  acknovledge  your  letter  of  27  Noveihber  195^  con- 
cerning yoiar  unidentified  flying  object  sighting  of  21  September 

1956. 


According  to  tbe  Lorain  Coast  Guard  Station  log^  the  veather 
throughout  the  morning  of  21  September  1956  vas  alternately  mist- 
ing and  raining* 

Also^  a check  with  the  Lorain  railway  station  disclosed  that 
a train  passed  your  house  ^ going  vestj  at  the  time  of  your 
sighting*  This  train  had  a headlight  that  made  figure  eight 
osculations*  It  Is  the  opinion  of  the  Air  ^chnical  Intelligence 
Center  investigators  that  this  was  the  light  you  observed* 

Sincerely  9 


LAWRENCE  J*  TACK 


MaJorj  U3AF 
EKecutive  Officer 


Public  information  Division 
Office  of  information  Services 


Hoveni’oer  10,  19 


Public  Inforne  tion  Officer 


Wright-Pat ter son  A.?.  Base 


Dayton,  Ohio 
Dear  Sir; 

On  October  31  you  received  a certified  letter  from 
me  requesting  the  official  conclusion  on  ray  UFO  sighting. 

To  date  I have  not  heard  from  you.  I was  promised  tnis 
information,  and  if  necessary  I will  contact  my  congressman 

about  the  matter* 


t - 


Infonation  Copy  for  ATIC f ' 


Li|  KoT€ob«r  X958 


SWK 

« 

A 

■ I 

t t 


Sboffleld  lako*  Ohio 


Doar  Mrs 


TtuuUc  you  for  your  lot  tor  of  10  fioTomber  requoatlng  infoinotloD 
about  your  UJO  ol^bting  aod  your  prerlouo  lottor  of  3^  Ootobor* 


Tour  origl&al  letter  stated  that  tho  InTestlgatloa  vaa  oonduotod 
by  two  Doobers  of  the  Air  Tecbnical  Intelligence  Contort  therefore* 
your  letter  was  forwarded  to  that  orgaaiaation  for  direct  reply  to 
you*  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center  is  a tenant  organisation  of 
the  base  and  is  not  under  operational  control  of  this  office. 


Ve  bare  sent  your  latest  query  to  the  Center  end  you  will  be 
hearing  from  then  aoon*  undoubtedly* 

Sincexelyf 


DENNIS  S.  MeCXHfDON 
Cep  tain*  USAF 

Infonaatlon  Serrlceo  Officer 


U.  S.  AIR  FORCE  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SHEET 


Thii  questionnaire  has  boon  proporod  so  that  you  con  give  the  U«  $•  Afr  Force  os  much 
Informotion  os  possible  concorning  the  unidentified  oerial  phenomenon  that  you  hove  observed* 
Please  try  to  answer  os  tnony  questions  os  you  possibly  con.  The  information  thot  you  give  will 
be  used  for  roseorch  purposes,  and  will  bo  regarded  os  confidential  motor io I*  Your  nomo  will  net 
be  used  in  connection  with  ony  stotemonts,  conclusions,  or  publications  without  your  permission* 
Wo  request  this  personal  information  so  that,  if  it  Is  doomed  noeeisory,  we  moy  centoct  you  for 
further  detoils. 


3.  Time  tones 


(CUcIm  Qn0h(^  EailerlvIJ 


b.  Central 
e*  Mountain 
d.  Pacific 
e*  Other 


4*  Where  were  you  when. 


Addltlonol  remorks: 


5*  Estimote  how  long  you  sow  the  obiect. 


2*  Time  of  day: 


' 5 


Hour 


(Cirett  Ono)t 


Minulot 


P.M. 


(C/rc/e  One)j  er*~DavTl^t  Sov  Ing 

bt  Stondard 


Stote  or  Cewnrry 


Hours 


Mlnuto 


Socendi 


5*1  Circle  one  of  the  following  to  Indicate  how  certain  you  are  of  your  onswer  to  Question  5* 


o.  Certain  

C^Z^oIrly  certa 


c«  Not  very  sure 
d.  Just  0 guess 


4. 


M 


Whol  was  the  condition  of  the  sky? 

t * ^ 

{Circle  OneL*  a*  Bright  daylight 

b.  Dull  daylight 
e*  Bright  twilight 


d.  Just  aJraceosT  daylight 
e*  No  trace  of  doylight 
ft  Don't  romember 


7«  IF  you  sow  the  ob[ect  during  DAYLIGHT,  TWILIGHT,  or  DAWN,  where  wos  the  SUN  located  as  you  looked  ot 
the  obiect? 


« V 


to*  IF  it  wos  BRIGHTER  THAN  th*  sicy  baekgrouncJ,  wot  the  brlghtnoit  likt  that  of  on  automobM*  hoodllght?: 

A iCV/^y  (Cire/o  One)  o.  A milo  or  more  owoy  (a  dlttont  car)? 

J^U-  ' •'*•1'^ 

V «•  A block  owoy? 

••  Other  


One  for  each  gi/est/on) 

No  Don't  Knew 

No  Don't  Know 

Don't  Know 
Don't  Know 
Don't  Know 
Don't  Know 
No^  * ^ Don't  Knew 


12*  Did  object  move  behind  someth Ing  ot  dt^tlmOf  partlcwlorly  a elo 

fOrc/e  One):  Yet  Don't  Knew.  IF  you  answered  YES*  then  tell  whot 

it  moved  behind:  - - — 


13.  Did  the  object  move  In  front  of  something  at  onytlmOf  portlculorly  o cloud? 


(Cfrc/e  One): 

It  moved  In  front  of: 


Yet 


Don't  Know* 


IF  you  answered  YES^  thon  tell  what 


14*  Did  the  object  appear:  f Cfrc/e  One): 


b*  Transparent?  c.  Don't  Knew. 


. Solid? 


15*  Did  you  observe  the  object  through  any  of  the  following? 


a.  Eyeglasses 


e.  Binoculars 
r.  T»le  icoDe 


8*  IF  you  snw  the  object,  at  NIGHT,  TWILIGHT,  or  DAWN,  what  did  you  notice  concerning  the  STARS  and  MOON? 


8.1  STARS  fCiVe/e  One/: 

o*  None 

b.  A few 

c.  Many 

rdr*  Don't  remombe 


8.2  MOON  fCfrc/o  One/; 


Bright  moonlight 
Dull  moonlight 
No  moonlight  — pitch  dark 
Don't  remember 


9*  Was  the  object  brighter  than  the  background  of  the  sky? 


(C/rcfe  One/: 


c.  Don’t  remember 


Pag*  9 


14*  T«lt  In  a Uw  words  the  following  things  obovt  iht  object, 
o.  Sound  (:  t//il  I 


* fil  j 


b.  Color 


F y 


t 

17»  Draw  0 picture  that  will  show  the  shop#  of  the  eb|eet  or  eb|eett«  Lobol  and  Include  In  your  sketch  any  detolls 
ef  the  eb|ect  that  you  sow  such  os  wlngs«  pretrusionSf  etc*#  end  especially  sKhoust  trails  or  vopor  trails*  Piece 
on  arrow  beside  the  drawing  to  shew  the  direction  the  eb|ect  woe  moving* 


A/ 


16*  The  edges  of  the  eb|ect  weroi 

fCfrc/e  Onejr  e*  Fussy  or  blurred 

b*  Like  a bright  sfor 

e*  Other  --  - - 

d.  Don't  remember 


19*  IP  there  wos  MORE  THAN  ONE  ob|ect#  then  hew  many  were  there?  _ . 

Drew  0 picture  ef  how  they  were  orrangtdi  end  put  an  arrow  to  show  the  direction  that  they  were 


I 


20«  fl  pictur*  ffmt  will  show  fh«  motion  tkot  tKo  objocf  or  oblocti  modo.  Ploet  on  *A*  •*  ibo  boglnntng 
ol  tho  potb,  a *B*  ot  the  and  of  the  path,  ond  ohow  ony  chongoe  in  direction  during  the  courte. 


21t  IF  POSSIBLE/  try  to  guoee  or  eetimote  what  the  real  eiia  of  the  ob|eet  wae  In  Its  longest  dimension 

/ jt  / tJ 


22<  How  lorge  did  the  object  or  eb|ects  oppoor  os  compared  with  one  of  the  following  ob|eets  be/d  tn  tbe  bond 
end  at  obout  arm's  length? 


(Ctrch  One/: 


o.  Hood  of  q pin 
b<  Pee 
c*  Dime 
d.  Nlclcef 
e«  Quarter 
f . ‘Holf  dollar 


g.  Silver  dollar 
h»  Baseball 
t.  Grapefruit 
1 1 Bosbetbalt 
kt  Other 


22*1  fC/rc/e  One  of  the  following  to  indicate  hew  certoin  you  ore  of  your  answer  to  Question  22* 

Certoln_3  «*  Not  very  sure 

b.  Fairly  certain  di  Uncortoin 


24)  In  order  Ihot  you  eon  eWe  os  eteor  o picture  es  possible  of  what  you  sew/  we  would  lihe  for  you  to  Imoglne  that  you  could 
construct  the  object  that  you  sow.  Of  whet  typo  motor  lot  woutd  you  moho  It?  Hew  largo  would  It  bo/  ond  whot  ohopo 
would  It  hove?  Deierlbo  In  your  own  worde  o demmen  object  or  objects  which  when  ploccd  up  In  the  sky  would  glvo  the 
tom#  cppeoronco  os  the  ebject  which  you  sow* 

1 

//i 

t 


AFCIN-4 



1 AFCIN-4X2b 

F5, 

AFClN-4£4/Ma  j Friend/ac 

69216/Bldg  828 

Typed  10  Oct  5S 


FILE  CLASSt 

OFFICtAL  FILE  COPY 


.OFFICE  OF  RECORD 


1 3 OCT  1958 


AFCIN-4X2c 


h 

AFCIN-4X3 

’ 

AFCIN-4X4V 

AFCIN-4X5  *J 

1 AFCIN-4A 

1 AFON-4B 

1 AFCIN-4C  1 

AFC1N-4D  1 

AFON-4E  ■ 1 

efrield  Lf*Jto«  Ohio 


Znelosed  ere  your  letters  from  Krs«^H||^nd  K<ra« 

^ which  you  loaned  to  the  Air  Force  inveetl/tators  of  your  uni* 
iried  fiyln^^  objeot  elthtlzig  of  21  September  19i)8« 

Your  reporting  of  the  inoident*  Intoreot  and  the  cooperation  fiiren 
the  Air  Force  investigators  I0  greatly  appre elated* 

Sincerely • 


Incls I 

1*  Ltr  Send 

f'lTS 

2 • Itr  Si  nd 


H.  K,  CItBi;i^P 
Colonel,  UJAF 
Deputy  for  Seienoe 
and  Coaponenta 


3 • itr  sgnd 


± 

IcCcf * 

f/Mnu.  ictu 

1 AFCIN-4F  1 

1 OTHERS  1 

□ 

11 

e k 


U '*■  ’ 


4 ' i * 


I 


4 

\ 


r -1 


'A 


' 

PERM 

TEMP 

OA  riAVC 


h'-  ^ 


A 


25<  Where  were  you  lucoted  when  you  saw  the  object? 
(C.frelo  One): 

0.  ^Inside  o building^ 

b.  In  0 cor 

c.  Outdoors 

dt  In  on  airplane 
••  At  sea 

f.  Other 


26*  Were  you  (Circle  One) 

a*  In  the  business  section  ol  a city? 
b*  In  the  residential  section  of  a city? 
c.-  In  open  countryside? 
d>  Flying  neor  an  airfield? 
e*  Flying  over  o city? 
f«  Flying  over  open  country? 


31*  If  you  are  familiar  with  bearing  terms  (angular  direction),  try  to  estimate  the  number  of  degrees  the 
from  true  North  and  olso  the  number  of  degrees  it  was  upward  from  the  horizon  (elevation). 


was 


31,1  When  it  first  oppeered: 

0.  From  true  North  . 
b.  From  horizon 


degrees. 

degrees. 


31.2  When  it  disappeared; 

0.  From  true  Nordi 


degrees* 


V J f 


m 


own,  PI 
•rst  sow  j 
whon  you 


n A on  the  curv 
ace  o *8*  on  the 
10  w it. 


the 
gh  t 

lOW 


ow 

to 


33*  In  the  following  larger  sketch  place  an  *A”  at  the  position  the  object  was  when  you  first  sow  it,  ond  o B ot  its 
position  when  you  last  saw  It.  Refer  to  smaller  sketch  os  on  example  of  how  to  completo  the  larger  sketch. 


I 


34«  Whot  were  the  weather  conditions  at  the  time  you  sow  the  object? 


34.1 


CLOUDS  (Circle  One) 

a.  Cteor  sky 

b.  Hazy 

c.  Scattered  clouds 

d.  Thick  or  heavy  clouds 
•XHOon't  romember^> 


34.3  WEATHER  (Circle  One) 

o.  Dry  

mist,  or  light  rairT 
c.  ^derate  or  heavy  rain 
d*  Snow 

e.  Don't  remember 


34.2  WIND  (Circle  One) 

o.C!!No  wind  J 
b.  Slight  breeze 
c*  Strong  wind 
d.  Don't  remember 


34.4  TEMPERATURE  (Circle 
o.  Cold 

^TjCooT^ 

^rWbrm 

d.  Hot 

e*  Don't  remember 


Onej 


35.  When  did  you  report  to  some  official  that  you  had  seen  the  object? 


Doy 


ontK 


tear 


36.  Was  anyone  else  with  you  ot  the  time  you  saw  the  object? 


36.1 


36.2 


(Circle  One)  Yes 

IF  you  answered  YES,  did  they  see  the  object  too? 

(Circle  One)  Yes  No 

Pleose  list  their  names  and  addresses: 


37*  Was  this  the  first  time  thot  you  had  seen  an  object  or  objects  like  this? 

(Circle  One)  f^"Ye7^  No 


(Circle  One)  CYes J No 

37.1  IF  you  answered  NO,  then  when,  where,  and  under  what  circumstonces  did  you  see  other  ones? 


38*  In  your  opinion  what  do  you  think  the  object  was  and  what  might  have  caused  If? 


/ - 


I 


.H. 


39>  Oo  you  think  you  can  estlntat*  th*  s/ntd oi  the  objoct?  A.^ 

(Circle  On©;  Y.n  ^ 

■0  '}U/Cr^^£i  '/n:.  -/  V 


r 

' ^c-4.  ■'V'^' / ,1 2A^‘  ‘-—f-t  ^ 


IF  you  answered  YES,  then  what  speed  would  you  estimote? 


40>  Po  you  think  you  can  estimate  how  far  away  from  you  the  ob|ect  was? 


(Circle  One) 


Ke 


IF  you  answered  YES,  then  how  for  awoy  would  you  say  It  was? 


m<p.h< 


41.  Please  give  the  following  information  about  yourself; 


ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE  NUMBE 


Who!  is  your  present  (eb? 


Please  Indicate  any  special  edueetionaf  training  that  you  have  had* 


0.  Grade  school 
b*  High  school  _ 

c*  College 

d.  Post  graduate 


e.  •*  Technical  school 

(Type) 

f.  Other  special  training 


42.  Date  you  completed  this  questionnaire: 


Meitdi 


Year 


1^ 


U.  S.  AIR  FORCE  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SHEET 

(SUMMARY  DATA) 


In  order  thof  your  Information  may  be  filed  and  coded  oi  accurately  at  potsible,  pleate  use 
the  following  space  to  write  out  a short  description  of  the  event  that  you  observedt  You  may  re* 
peat  Informotion  that  you  have  already  given  in  the  questionnaire!  and  addon/ further  comments! 
stotements,  or  sketches  that  you  believe  are  important.  Try  to  present  the  details  of  the  observa* 
tion  In  the  order  in  which  they  occurred.  Additional  pages  of  the  same  size  paper  may  be  attoched 

if  they  ore  needed. 

i 


(Do  Not  Writo  in  This  Space) 


CODE; 


SI  GNAT 


DATE 


sjf  A J ^ 


r~‘ 


• - 


'AjL 


7. 


ZL 


y. 


jtLiA^Utx.  iL^ 


ip-"^ 


f/t 


4L^4J' 


‘2Ju.  jCa^ 


JL 


* 

4.  /C4.7VcCi^t^ 


% 


nJ 


Ct'Uc  \J 

0 

/.  . 


ti 


jX-.{ 


yx:Zi.4juc^ 

i-O. 


4> 


<iir 


3 January  1939 


You  end  your  family  have  hopes  for  a happy  and  auooeeeful 
New  Year» 


In  our  earlier  telephone  oonvereatlon  1 promised  to  send  you  a 
weekly  sumtaary  of  oiu:  aotlvitlest  but  after  further  thought  I feel  a bd 
monthly  summary  would  be  suffioient»  supplement  ed  by  telephone  oalls, 
Tv/lC'a  and  letters  on  eases  requiring  iuuiiediate  attention*  If  you  have 
any  objeotloua  or  suggestions  to  this  procedure  let  me  know  at  your 
earliest  convenience* 


It  has  bemi  some  time  since  you  have  been  brought  up  to  date* 
therefore  I I shall  attempt  to  ausnarlze  the  outstanding  oases  of  the  last 
three  months  of  1958«  I will  not  go  invo  figures  for  the  period  as  they 
may  be  obtained  from  the  inclosed  chart  oovering  the  last  six  months  of 

193s. 

O8OOZ.  21  September  19S3*  Sheffield  Lake.  Ohio 


A housewife  was  awakened  by  an  intense  bright  light  In  her  bed* 
room.  She  rose  to  a standing  position  on  the  bed  and  from  her  window 
viewed  an  object  which  she  described  as  round  (sauoer*like)  approximately 
twenty  feet  in  diameter  and  six  feet  high.  The  glowing  object  made  several 
oscillations  in  her  front  yard  approximately  six  feet  from  the  ground  t and 
then  disappeared  straight  up  moving  at  a very  high  rate  of  speed.  The 
witness  stated  that  the  sou^  associated  with  the  object  was  a muffled 
husning  end  whirring* 


The  Air  Force  investigators  on  the  case  discovered  two  light  sources 
which  were  in  the  vicinity  of  the  witness'  house  during  the  time  of  the 
reported  sighting.  The  search  light  of  a coast  guard  ship  was  thrown  on 
the  coast  in  the  vicinity  of  the  witness*  house  and  a train  with  an  os* 
eillating  head  and  tail  light  passed  the  house  at  the  same  hour*  The 
weather  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  was  alternately  mist  and  rain  with 
smoke  and  haze*  As  a result  of  these  cuad  the  additional  fact  that  the 
witness  watched  a horror  show  (Draoula's  Daughter)  before  retiring,  and 


was  probably  enhotloaBlly  Tulnerablet  led  the  ATIC  to  oonolude  that  the 
wltooss  was  a vlotlm  of  an  Illusion* 

Columbua.  Mlaa»  to  Atlanta.  Ga* 

Object  described  as  a bright  ball  of  fire  vith  a tall  and  moving  at 
a very  high  rate  of  speed*  Two  of  the  eight  vltnessea  claimed  the  object 
vas  at  on  extremely  low  altitude  (200*300  feet)  and  one  witness*  an  off 
duty  CAP  pilot*  heard  a roaring  noise  from  the  object*  The  weather  at 
the  time  of  this  sighting  was  clear*  Hie  ATIC  concluded  this  object  vas 
a meteor* 

092‘iZ^  29  September  19S6i  tfashinaton,  D»  0*  to  Pittsburgh*  Pa* 

Object  described  aa  round  and  flaming  or  burning  very  bright*  with  a 
faint  possibility  of  a tail  and  a roaring  or  fluttering  sound*  The  object 
vaa  reported  to  be  moving  at  a very  high  rate  of  speed*  This  object  was 
witnessed  by  twelve  people  and  was  reported  to  have  struck  the  ground  or 
landed  in  both  the  Washington*  D*  C*  area  and  the  Pittabur^  area* 

The  ATIC  concluded  this  object  vas  a meteor* 

O’^'^OZ.  26  October  19*^8.  Lock  Raven  Dam  (Baltimore^.  Md* 

Two  eivillans  were  taking  a ride  near  the  den  when*  from  a distance 
eatimated  by  the  vltnessos  to  be  approximately  250  yards*  but  which  in* 
vestlgatioa  proved  to  be  approximately'  one  mile*  they  saw  an  object 
hovering  approximately  125  feet  over  the  super  structure  of  the  bridge* 

The  vitnessoa  estimated  the  size  of  the  object  aa  approximately  100  feet 
and  a dull  gray  In  color*  The  witnesses  reported  that  as  they  got  closer 
it  seamed  the  electrical  system  of  the  oar  wos  affected*  the  lights  vent 
out  and  the  motor  vent  dead*  Both  witnesses  got  out  of  the  car  and  were 
greeted  by  a bright  flash  of  light  aooocnpanlod  by  a thunder  clap  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  object*  then  it  began  to  rise  vertically  and  in  five  or 
tan  seconds  it  had  completely  disappsared*  The  witnesses  were  then  able 
to  get  their  car  started*  noke  their  way  to  a phone  and  report  the  sighting 
to  the  (hround  Observers  Corps  and  the  Towson  Police  Department*  Both  men 
then  proceeded  to  St*  Joaephs  Hospital  in  Baltimore  for  a physical  examlna* 
tion  which  had  negative  results* 

The  ATIC  is  presently  chasing  down  the  possibility  of  an  escaped 
captive  balloon*  however ■ this  would  leave  elementa  of  the  case  unsolved* 
This  case  lacks  sufficient  ovi donee  for  an  accurate  aolentlfio  analysis* 

17S^Z.  28  October  IQSS.  Charleaton.  5*  C.  to  Savannah*  Ca* 

Object  described  as  a bright  burning  ball  falling  from  the  sky* 

Weather  clear  vith  miles  visibility*  The  ATIC  concluded  this  vas 
a meteor* 


Sincerely  * 


1 Incli 

Cy  of  Statistlitn 


Bobert  J*  Trland 


* w 


I 


I 

I 


17  December  1958 


Attn 


AFCIN-4E 


jltFCIN-liE^gAlaJ.  Frlend/ac/69216/Bldg  823 


!•  Reference  the  questions  outlined  in  Mr«  letter  of  7 December  1958 1 

to  ^Gen«  Fisher*  The  ATIC  will  not  recommend  any  disciplinary  action  be  taken  against 
the  investigators*  The  ATIC  feels  that  the  investigation  was  adequate  and  Intends  no 
further  investigation  of  this  case.  A staff  study  of  the  CFO  Program  is  presently 
being  prepared  for  presentation  to  the  Comnander  of  ATICi  this  study  does  propose 
Bo^  improvement  in  the  Air  Force's  UFO  investigative  capability t but  vas  in  no  sense 
prompted  by  this  case* 


2*  Reference  the  charges  of  criminal  mishandling  in  MraAWw's  letter  and  in 
"^e^mPBHPReport t * dated  21  September  1958 » published  by  the  UFO  Research 
Committee  of  Akron » Ohio*  T/Sgt  L*  A*  Hals  ten  and  T/Sgt  V,  J*  Hof  are  both  trained 
investigators,  Haisten  having  experience  since  1948  and  Hof  since  1951*  following 

paragraph  dealing  with  the  specific  charges  will  substantiate  the  competence  of  the 
investigators • 


3*  Omissions,  errors  and/or  contradictions  in  "The 
21  September  1958,  and  published  by  the  UFO  Research  Com 
follows*  Referenced  page  numbers  are  from,  the  report* 


Report,"  dated 
ron.  Ohio  are  as 


a*  (Page  1)  No  mention  of  the  horror  movie  (Drecula's  Daughter)  which  the 
witness  was  viewing  Just  before  the  sitting*  Zt  is  the  opinion  of  the  ATIC  that  this 
vas  a contributing  factor  to  the  emotional  vulnerability  of 


b*  (Page  1)  witness  mentions  for  the  first  time  that  window  curtains  were 
eavv  cloth* 


c*  (Page  3)  investigators  did  inf orm  Mrs « that  approximately 
thirty  (30)  days  would  be  required  for  the  Air  Force  to  get  an  answer  to  her*  However 
they  made  no  statement  concerning  the  extent  of  the  material  ihich  would  be  made  avail 
able  to  her* 


d*  (Page  3)  T/Sgt  Haisten  questioned  Mrs*  JMHHM^for  approximately  two 
to  two  end  one-half  hours*  During  approximately  half  of  that  time  T/Sgt  Hof  and  >ir* 
Durant,  of  the  UFO  Research  Committee  were  not  present*  T^«^^^ten  points  out  that 
many  more  questions  than  those  listed  were  asked  of  Mrs»4IHHBfc 


a*  (Page  3)  The  Air  Force  investigators  did  not  nmike  a house  to  house  check 
in  the  nei^borhood.  It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that  these  men  have  considerable 
esqperlence,  and  in  their  opinion  the  evidence  already  collected  precluded  the  necessity 
of  continuing  investigation  at  additional  expense* 


f*  (Pages  3^4)  is  assumed  that  Nir^9^wLs  the  Mrs«4MHIIi^of  Lorain 
who  vas  contacted  by  the  Air  Force  investigators  and  indicated  that  nothing  unusual 

r\r«  TlHfi'Vi'h  f\t'  luiwo  o 4 Vm  M-nO  4 *>«1  4 


g«  (Page  4)  invest 

house#  Contact  would  certainly  have  been  made  with  Hrs 


no  one  was  home  at  theH^l^iK 
• had  this  been  possible 


h#  (Page  6)  The  fact  that  this  object  was  seen  by  another  person  from  approxi 
mately  the  same  vantage  point  does  not  rule  out  the  illusion.  The  same  illusion  can  be 
experienced  by  more  them  one  individual  if  the  conditions  are  right*  Mirages#  and  the 
fact  that  there  are  so  many  successful  magicians • is  proof  enough  of  this  claim# 


i#  (Page  6)  In  obtaining  a descript  io^o^the^ltem  Mr#  i^^i^admitted  to 
the  Air  Porce  investigators  that  he  showed  ^^s  .emilHHlKk  ® drawing  from  Blue  Book 

for  comparison#  Small  wonder  that  there  is  similarity  between  her  description  and  the 

* 

item  in  Blue  Book# 


J#  The  train  time  indicated  here  is  not  specified  as  £ST  or  EDT#  The  Air 
Poroe  investigators#  however#  recorded  a train  west  bound  at  2:54  PDT#  the  approximate 
time  of  the  sighting,  >hile  the  station  master's  log  indicates  that  the  eastbound  train 
mentioned  in  the  4HBliHi^z'®port,  passed  at  2:52  PST  (3'5^  PDT)  or  52  minutes  after 
the  sighting# 


k#  (Page  8)  The  investigatorspoln^^t  that  approximately  100  feet  of  track 
can  be  seen  from  the  window  of  Mrs#  bedroom  and  that  the  train  light  would 

not  be  blocked  by  houses  or  trees# 

1.  (Page  8)  The  primary  Job  of  Halsten  and  Hof  is  investigation'  they  may  or 
may  not  offer  a conclusion  as  a result  of  their  findizigs.  resronaibility  for  the 

analysis  of  all  UFO  cases  lies  with  the  ATIC#  In  no  instance  should  investigators 
hazard  a conclusion  for  official  publication  as  Air  Force  representatives# 


m#  (Page  8)  The  Air  Force  conclusion  stated  that  it  was  a combination  of  the 
lights  which  was  responsible  for  the  Illusion  experienced  by  ^&rs 

Force  investigators  were  informed  that  the  light  on  Chief  Schott's  shi'p^’s  pencil- beamed 


4*  The  following  statements  align  themselves  with  the  alleged  charges  of 
eonmitted  by  T/Sgt  Haisten  and  T/Sgt  Hof#  Page  $ of  ”TBVBHMHP^HePort#” 


a#  The  investigators  indicate  that  the  light  can  be  seen  from  Mrs 


window 


b#  There  was  no  claim  that  the  light  was  reflected  from  clouds  but  was  possibly 
shown  directly  on  the  home  of  Mrs#40pPHHI||  Sgt  Hof  state^hemade  no  commitment 
concerning  the  impossibility  of  the  light  shining  on  bouse  • 


e«  The  impression  of  the  investigators  is  that  the  light  on  Chief  Schott's 
ship  is  of  the  spotlight  variety#  A light  source  wouldno^benearly  as  noticeable 
in  the  lighted  town  as  at  the  unllghted  area  of  Mrsw^HHHjjlllks  hoine  # 


d • Mrs  • 

however,  she  attribut 
her  home#  It  is  si^ 
to  the  west  of  Mr^N 

4 A 4 m 


admit  seeing  a red  glow  on  the  night  of  the  sighting# 
this  to  reflections  from  the  Ohio  Edison  Plant  to  the  WUW  of 
^^btonote  that  Mrs#^|||ll|Mtts  home  is  approxlniately  3 miles 

plsoing  Mrs#  vHIHMbetween  Mrs « the 


I 

I 

I 


« 

I 

i 


I 

i 

I 

I 


I 

I 


I 


i 


u 


^ -.t  r^i 

■ * 
■ 1 


p,  I O I 


e«  No  one  was  home  to  be  contacted  at  the  Urego  house* 

f*  The  report  plays  with  words  here*  Mist  is  visible  water  vapor  or  rain 
of  very  small  droplets.  The  weather  was  obtained  from  the  log  of  Chief  Schott*  The 
Ohio  Edison  Plant  is  northwest  of  Mrs  • house  and  also  a source  of  smoke  • 

there  was  no  specific  claim  that  the  smoke  came  from  the  U*  S*  Steel  Company  plant* 

g*  (l)  The  Air  Force  investigators  did  not  feel  a house  to  house  check  was 
necessary  in  view  of  evidence  already  obtained  and  expense  involved* 


(2)  Mrs *^^111111111^  had  already  constructed  a model  made  of  paper  plates 
end  a bowl  which  was  shown  to  the  sergeants  along  with  a verbal  description* 


(3)  T/Sgt  Haisten  obtained  information  concernl 
object  from  Mrs This  was  during  the  period  Mr 
T/Sgt  Hof  • - ■ 


the  motion  of  the 
as  absent  with 


(4)  The  sergeants  did  take  notes  during  the  investigation  and  interview* 
However  t it  should  be  noted  that  the  trained  interrogator  is  taught  not  to  takei  or  to 
take  a minimum  of  notes*  Witnesses  are  more  prone  to  free  talk  if  they  feel  there  is 
no  record  requiring  exact  recoun^i^on  their  part  in  the  future. 

"J 

(5)  ^e  ATIC  feels  that  it  should  once  again  be  pointed  out  that  the 
apparent  purpose  of  the  UFO  Research  Committee,  like  moat  private  organizations,  is 
to  discredit  the  U*  5*  Covernment  and  particularly  the  United  States  Air  Force* 


(6)  The  UFO  Research  Committee  is  claimed  to  be  a scientific  organization. 
However,  there  are  no  indications  of  a high  level  of  education  within  the  organization* 

(7)  The  ATIC  stands  firmly  behind  the  investigators  In  this  case.  True 
there  were  some  additional  phases  of  investigation  which  they  could  have  carried  out, 

i*e*,  house  to  house  check,  but  this  would  have  resulted  in  additional  esipense  to  the 
Air  Force  when  in  the  Jud^nent  of  these  experienced  men  the  collected  evidence  was 
suffi oient • 
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tobgi^^^d^the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center  reoeiyed  a letter 
||||H  Sheffield,  Ohio,  containing  a report  of  her  UFO 

ept^ffler  1938 1 action  was  initiated  on  this  date  to  have  the  ea 


from  Mrsi^Hii 
sighting  on  21 
investigated* 


2*  1^8  • stated  in  her  report  that  on  the  morning  of  21  September 

1933 1 she  vas  avakene^oy  a very  bright  light  which  illuminated  her  bedroom  at  approX' 
imately  O3OO  EOT*  Looking  out  of  a bedroom  window  which  faced  her  front  yard , she 
saw  an  object  which  was  flat  and  circular  with  a dome  shaped  top.  Object  was  approx- 
imately 6-8  feet  from  the  ground,  moving  slowly  in  a northerly  direction;  parallel 
with  the  length  of  the  house,  and  descending  with  a floating  oscillating  motion. 
Object  was  reported  to  be  approximately  10  feet  from  the  wix^ow  when  first  sighted, 
Vltneas  insists  the  top  of  the  object  was  clear  to  her  in  every  detail,  and  that  the 
color  reminded  her  of  dull  aliuninum.  The  dimensions  of  the  object  were  estimated  to 
be  20  feet  in  diameter  and  approximately  6 feet  thick.  Witness  reports  that  the  item 
made  several  turns  around  the  yard  and  then  rose  instantly  out  of  sight.  Total 
elapsed  time  was  estimated  as  five  minutes* 
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UFO  Sifhtin^,  Ohemeia  Lako, 


Ohio  (Ilfl 


SAF1S»5.  ATTt;i  ^!aj•  L.  J.  Taoker 


A£'0ZN»4£ 


Classiflcalion  Cancellel 


k 2iay  1959 


I 

• FrleDd/ao/69^1o/Blde 


Im  On  X Octohjtt;,  1958 » the  Air  Toolmloal  Intelli^onca  Canter  xwelved  a letter 
from  Sheffield  Loice^  Ohlo»  oontainlr^  a report  of  hor 

alj^itln^  of  an  unidentified  flying  object  on  21  Sapteobor  19jS»  Action  waa  initiati 
by  the  ATIC  on  this  date  to  iuive  this  fllAhtlclg  lnTC3tli:^t6a  by  tbo  1006th  AZJ3* 


2*  The  eoneral  content  of  l<!ra4  report  la  that  on  the  iaornln£  of 

21  Sopterubor  193^*  dhe  waa  awakened  bj-  o very  bri^'ht  ll^ht  which  lllwiinatcd  her 
bedroom  ot  apj  ro:iiniateiy  OjCO  kkT.  looklnc;  out  of  a bedroom  window  which  faced  her 
front  yard*  ahe  caw  an  ol»jc.;tt  which  was  flat  cuid  circular  with  a dcuo  abaped  top* 
The  object  was  approxiaatoly  aix  to  cltht  feet  frcoi  the  cyround*  movinf  olowl>'  in  a 
nortUorXy  direction;  parallel  with  the  length  of  the  houae,  azul  dedcendin£  with  n 
floating  oscllb^tir,'.  rotisn*  The  object  waa  reported  to  be  approxlA?.tely  ton  feet 
fro^^  t ho  %;indow  wexen  firat  ai^^hted*  inaiata  tne  top  oi  the  objcc  ^ 

ms  clear  to  her  in  every  detoilt  end  that  the  color  remizsdod  her  of  dull  nluswinuu* 
The  ditaanslona  of  the  ObJc'Ct  wore  eetlirvatol  to  be  20  fact  in  diaraeter  and  upproxl- 
matoly  aiz  feet  thlcK»'.  The  itm  was  reported  to  have  made  eovcral  turns  around 
the  yard  and  then  rose  izaj taut ly  out  oi'  ai£ht«  Totol  elopoed  time  was  eatluxated  aa 
five  minutea* 


'1.  Thu  Air  ffTToa  iu\i'?.  tlrutorc  arrivod  in  Sheffield  lake,  Ohio  on  3 October 


4*  The  ^enerel  procedure  used  In  the  investigation  of  thla  case 
vaa  to  interview  /•jra • ^jljlfjpnMafuid  oilier  vitneaooa*  both  for  Infor* 
laation  of  thu  olghting  and  for  evaluating  the  aourcooj  vlalt  ttie  acene 
of  the  oiglitlugc  obaerve  the  phyaioal  l.iyouti  aearoh  for  poaaible  con- 
ditlona  which  could  bo  renpocaible  for  tho  alghtlne,  and  to  acan  the 
general  area  for  pooaiblo  more  remote  oauaea  for  the  oighting* 


3*  In  sucimryf  tho  inveatlgation  revealed  that  a rallrond  traoh 
ran  near  tho  hot;^  uf  l'«rs«  Contact  with  ttr* 

mater  at  Lorain*  Ohio*  revealed  that  a train  pasood  ^he 
hu;iie  at  a i^>roxiiuately  the  hour  and  date  of  lira* 

'sighting*  Ihe  train  had  an  oac  Ilia  ting  headlight  and  this  light  could 
have  been  seen  by  Contact  was  also  loode  with  Chief 

Boaun  iato  Williuja  uciiott*  Offlcer^XnoChargo  of  the  Lorain  Coast  Guard 
Station*  The  chief  reported  that  he  was  ualng  bis  spotlight  to  attract 
the  attention  of  nnotUcr  anip  and  that  hl^lirht  waa  dlrootoa  toward 
chore  In  the  ganezal  direction  of  tnqrfMH|HB^odae«  The  tihs  and 
dato  of  tills  inci'^ent  coincide  with  thoee  reported  by  i'es. 
Mrs«ffMnWuf  Ix^ralii*  Ohio  was  contacted*  but  waa  unable  to  recall 
anything  unusual  on  tho  nig>t  of  the  reported  olghtlng*  i<ira* 
another  uitneea  of  Lorain*  Ohio*  was  not  available  for  interview* 


6«  The  weather  at  the  time  of  the  sighting  waa  Intermittent  mint 
and  rain  with  haze  and  smohe*  Weather  is  always  on  important  factor 
because  of  its  direot  effects  and  the  fact  that  It  often  allows  for 
indliN)ct  oonolu&lons  (l«o«  stars*  planets*  etc.  may  bo  Immediately 
ruled  out  when  tnuio  was  a thick  overcast  at  the  time  of  the  aighting}* 


7«  Mri^flHHm^impresaed  the  Air  force  investlgatora  aa  being 
nervous*  emotloual*  and  im^ire  sal  enable*  At  times  during  the  interview 
the  witness  was  on  tho  brink  of  teara*  end  gave  other  Indications  of  a 
highly  ejnotional  ntute*  J'-riov  to  retiring  the  witness  had  watched  a 
horror  luovie  on  television  (Lraoula*a  Uaughter)  which  probably  contri- 
buted to  her  emotional  state* 


0*  InvestUutlon  further  disclosed  that  • dHIIBMlIM  t^celved 

letters  from  oth^r  colf-api'ointed  U'J  exports  concerning  her  sighting* 
These  letters  all  inferred  thit  i'!rs*  have  been  harmed 

In  soroe  way*  and  vero  toi^d  for  eueouragcjient  to  i>IrsU|HMBHHH|and 
all  directed  tovjird  dlacreUitlng  the  U*  3*  CoveriuasDt  end  particularly 
the  Air  I'oroe*  (Incla*  J*  4 h 


9*  ^*ra 


adi.iltted  tliOt  the  letter  and  report  which 
she  sent  to  the  Air  Technical  intelllgenoe  Genter  was  prepared  by  .dr* 

The  opinion  of  the  i nv os ti gators*  shared  by  tho 

ATIG*  la  that  this  individual  l'.ad . considerable  influence  upon  the  report 
and  Subsequent  coti^hC  of  .ituei  wltneos* 


10*  Ttie  inveatigntora*  T/Jgt  L*  A*  Jlalaten  end  T/  3gt  V*  y*  tlof  * 

- f .n  .1,  v.*>i ; Vi  t-i' utter  son  Air  force  rnso*  end  it  waa  convenient 


■-  -a 


Il 


oaae.  IXfeotlvoly  the  acMV^c^i.tCts  had  nothing  to  add  oiUy  to  aubatroi* 
tiate  the  iRfomFition  vhich  Is  contained  in  theln*  report  ond  to  deny 
tho  oiaiijis  ei4,ainat  thc^a  In  *Ttio^|0HHtMI  IkOps3l*tt”  which  was  pub- 
lished b/  the  Uu  hesoaroh  voctolttee  of  Akrooi  Ohio*(Incl»  6) 

11*  The  follovlnfc:  are  omissions • errors  and/or  contradictions 
in  i!e>port«*  dated  21  September  1933*  Hefcrenced 

page  nwribers  aji'e  from  the  rexMdrtt 

B«  1)  No  losntion  of  the  horror  movio  (Draoula's 

Dau(^tor)  which  tUc  witness  was  viewing  Just  before  tho  slf.htlng*  It 
la  the  opinion  of  tiie  ATIU  that  this  was  a contributing^  factor  to  tho 
eoBOtional  vulnorcbilltp  of  l^s« 

b«  1)  Witness  mentions  for  the  first  time  that  v/liidow 

ourtains  were  £uoc«e  of  heavy;  cloth* 

e*  3)  The  laveatl£ator8  did  inform  ]>^8* 

that  approxlmatoly  3C  days  would  be  roquired  for  tho  Air  fores  to  £ct 
an  answer  to  her*  Havp'swer»  they  toode  no  stateasnt  concerning  the 
extent  of  the  s&torial  which  would  be  made  aTollable  to  her* 

d*  3)  T/3gt  ilalsten  questioned 

approxiioatoly  two  to  two  and  one  half  hours*  iXarlng  approx! luately 
half  of  that  X'/Jgt  riof  and  *‘ir*4Hp|||||^  of  tho  Ui’C  Kosearoh 
CoDXiltteet  veru  net  x]roocnt*  T/Sgt  iuostw  points  out  that  many  nioro 
questions  than  baoso  listed  were  asked  of  i-lra 

o*  3)  Ihe  Air  force  Imreat  igators  did  not  make  a 

house  to  house  oaeuk  in  tho  neighborhood*  It  has  already  been  pointed 
out  tiiat  these  men  hawe  oonsidurable  experionoe*  and  in  their  opinion 
the  evidence  uU  < ady  collect eid  precluded  the  necessity  of  oontinulx^ 
Investiguticm  at  additional  expense* 

f*  (imaged  3 A 4)  It  is  assumed  that  Mrs*  tiffin  the 
of  Lorain  who  was  contacted  by  the  Air  fcrce  invest  Ifja  tor  a 
and  Indloatfed  cait  nuthLv.  unu:»ual  oeourrod  on  tbo  nlc.ht  of  i^s* 
fUBHBIkB  • *u:s*  Indicatoi  to  the  investigators 

that  the  red  f law  she  oav  was  from  the  inlllst  an  opinion  shared  by 
the  sergeants* 


at  tho 


(*  hi 


0'4^>C'* 


4)  The  Invest Icators  Indicate  that  no  cam  was 
Sostnet  would  oortnlnly  have  been  mdo  with  i'rs* 


hod  this  bren  pc'ooiblc* 

h*  6)  T^i6  fact  tliat  tills  object  was  seen  by  another 

person  from  Qp;ra?d4i\»cl^  thu  e.^Koe  vanka<^o  point  doca  not  rule  out 
i)i6  illusicn*  e.u.ja  illui»lun  can  bo  ex]icrieiiccd  by  more  tiian  one 

individual  if  t)io  coi^aitlono  uro  riiJxt*  Mirages « end  the  fact  tliat 
ihr.rct  ore  so  mi.y  suoc'jssful  loagloicaiSy  Is  proof  enough  of  this  claim* 


!•  (l^ee  6)  Id  obtainiiK^  a desoription  of  tha  Item  Mr» 
admit  tod  to  the  Air  l''oTOe  ittvesti^atora  that  he  siiowod 
a drawing  froia  Blue  Book  for  oomi>arlaoQ»  Soall  vonder  that  there 
sinllerity  betweun  her  doacrlption  ard  the  iten  in  Blue  Book* 


la 


j»  (Ba£e  8)  The  train  time  iodleated  here  la  not  epeolfled 
ae  or  H>T«  The  Air  lorce  imreatlgatorst  bowevor*  recorded  a train 
vest  hound  at  2^34  the  ap;^oxlra«ite  tloie  of  the  al^tin^#  i«hlle  the 
otat j * * • Id  in 
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room 
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12*  The  follovlnc  atatementa  ell£n  thenaelvos  with  the  alleged 
ohargea  of  bluadera  conmJtted  by  T/3gt  lialaten  and  T/Sgt  Uof  (Inge  9 
of  *Xh«4HMPMIM8orort)t 

a«  The  larcatl£.atore  indicate  that  the  li£;ht  eon  be  seen 
from  vlndov* 


i 1 

I 

f I 

^ I 


'I 

.1 


b*  There  was  no  olelm  that  the  light  vaa  reflected  froo 
olouda*  but  vao  possibly  shown  directly  on  the, home  of  f<(rs* 

Sgt  Hof  states  he  made  no  oorngltoent  eonceming  the  inposalbility  of 
the  light  shining  on  Irs*  «|H|||H  house* 


o*  The  iiniTresslon  of  the  invest Igat ora  la  that  the  light  on 
Chief  Schott* s ship  is  of  the  spctlltht  rariety*  A light  eouroe  would 
not  be  nearly  aa  noticeable  in  the  li^htod  town  as  at  the  unllghted  area 
of  Mrs*^HHHto*s  home* 


d.  Ill's*  4ppMe  did  Dd:ait  seeing  a red  glow  on  the  night  of 
the  alc^itlngl  however,  she  attributed  tlila  to  rofleotlons  from  the  Ohio 
jHiaon  ?l:mt  to  the  WI7./  of  her  home*  tt  la  ei;,nifla^nt  to  note  that  Mrs 

A hozae  is  appro xlsiately  three  miles  to  the  vest  of  Kra* 

••  placing  1x3*  ^mlmiebetwooa  Mrs* 

Edison  Plant* 


4 


•3*. 


!•  6)  In  obtainlivi;  a daaorlptlon  of  the  Item  Kor*^ 

admitted  to  the  Air  ?oree  lnTesti^,atQra  that  he  ehowod 
a drawing  from  Blue  Book  for  comparison,  Soall  yonder  that  there 
similarity  between  her  doaorlptiou  aoi  the  item  in  Blue  Book* 


la 


J*  O^c  8)  Iha  train  time  indicated  here  is  not  speoifled 
as  E3T  or  EUT*  The  Air  force  investigators | however*  recorded  a train 
west  bound  at  2:54  approxlmete  tima  of  the  sl^tin^*  ihlle  the 

station  maater^a  lo^;  indlcutes  that  the  aastbound  traini  mentioned  In 

teportS  passed  at  2*52  K3T  (3*52  i:bT)  or  52  minutes 

after  the  aightlni;* 

k*  (Fage  0)  The  lOYOStlcatora  point  out  that  approximately 
100  feet  of  traoK  can  be  seen  from  the  window  of  14ra«  MflHHMliP  boU» 
room  and  that  the  train  light  would  not  be  blocked  by  housea  or  trees* 

1*  (fage  0)  'The  prir»ary  job  of  Haisten  end  Hof  la  Investi- 
gatloDi  they  ray  or  may  not  offer  a conclusion  as  a result  of  their 
findings*  The  reapousibllity  for  the  analysis  of  all  UfO  cases  lies 
with  the  ATZO*  In  no  Inatanoo  ahould  investigators  hazard  a conclusion 
for  official  publication  ns  Air  Feroe  representatives* 

n*  (Page  8)  The  Air  Force  conclusion  stated  that  it  was  a 
eoablnation  of  the  ll^ts  which  was  responsible  for  the  illusion  oxper- 
lenoed  by  • Air  Force  tnvoat  ire  tors  v.*ie  ln;^ormed  that 

the  light  on  Chlcf^dchot  t ' s chip  is  yuceil  hvmned* 


ebari 

of  •! 


Ihr*  12  Vi 


lowing* 


The  Toilqvin^s  tatements  disprove 


12*  The  Tollowi^^s  tatements  disprove 
charges  in  t he  Report  that  T/Sgt 

Haisten  and  T/Sgt  Hof  committed  blunders  In 
conducting  the  Investigation  of  this  case* 
of  Reports) 


god 
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This  change  was  requested  by  Mr*  idflMpr,  and 
Major  Friend  notified  Major  Taeker  B May  1939 1 
by  telephone* 

ur.CL^SifP.  o 


y of 


ht  on 
would 
led  area 


d.  i:i*s*  dlgBBsirdld  hd:ait  eeoiiv:  a red  glow  on  ^e  night  of 
the  sig^itlngt  however t she  attributed  tills  to  rof lections  fram  the  Ohio 
Idleon  ?l'.mt  to  t'.ie  of  her  homo*  It  is  algnifiosnt  to  note  that  Mrs 

home  Is  apx^^o3d.mrttel^tl^e  miles  to  the  weat  of  ^t^8• 

• placing  ;xs«  iriHiV^c^voon  !‘«rs*4MHBBBl^  And  Uie  Ohio 
Bdiaon  Plant* 


bouse 


e»  No  one  was  home  to  be  oo&taoted  at  tb 


f«  The  report  plays  with  words  boro*  Mlat  Is  visible  water 
vapor  or  rain  of  very  sui:ill  droplets*  The  vaither  v/aa  obtained  from  the 
log  of  Chief  Sohott*  The  Ohio  Kdlson  Plant  is  northwest  of  Ph's* 

houso  and  also  a souroe  of  smohei  there  was  no  specif io 
claim  tliat  the  amoks  omue  from  the  U.  3*  Jtecl  Company  plant* 


Xhe  Air  Force  inveati^tors  did  not  feel  a house  to 
cessary  In  view  of  evidenoa  eilready  obtained  and 


house  check 
expense  Involved 


(2)  l^ira already  constructed  a model  made 
of  paper  platea  and  a bowl  which  was  shown  to  the  ser£^eantSt  along  with 
a verbal  description* 


iii)  T/^Lt  Baisten  obtained  information  concerning  the 
motion  of  the  object  from  t'^^r a « This  was  during  the  period 

absent  with  T/ogt  Hof* 

(4)  The  sergeants  did  take  notes  during  the  Investlga* 
tion  and  intarvlev*  dowever*  it  should  be  noted  that  the  trained 
Interrocator  Is  taught  not  to  tokei  or  to  take  a mlnlniun  of  notes* 
Wltnoases  are  more  prone  to  free  talk  If  they  feel  there  Is  no  record 
requiring  exact  recount  on  their  part  in  the  future* 


13*  ^'be  non  assigned  to  Investigate  this  case  are  both  well 
trained  and  experienced  inveBtlgatoza*  T/Sgt  Halsten  having  exp 
since  1943  and  T/jgt  Hof  since  1931* 


14*  This  report*  like  all  others  upon  reaching  the  ATZC*  la  first 
given  general  consideration  1 does  the  description  and  eharaot eristics 
Indicate  the  object  is  probably  an  alroral’t*  balloon*  meteor*  etc*  If 
the  description  <md  c^lareoteristioa  places  the  item  In  a general  cate« 
gory*  then  steps  ere  taken  to  determins  If  such  an  object  or  aircraft 
was  in  the  area  at  the  time  of  the  sightinc*  Next  it  la  insFC^oted  with 
a view  toward  its  speoial  requireciontsi  i*o**  laboratory  analysis*  If 
any  mntorlal  aoaampaniea  the  report*  or  if  it  requires  a speeiollst 
to  conduct  the  analysis i l*e«  astronociBr*  physicist*  etc*  The  fact 
that  the  Aerial  Itioiuanmia  Croup  is  a part  of  the  Air  3clenee  CiviBlon* 
and  with  the  laberutorlea  of  the  V/rlght  Air  Oevelop&icnt  Center  located 
on  the  V;rliUt**rottoraon  ..ir  Foroe  Bose*  makes  this  tyj^e  cf  soientiflo 
and  technical  support  iesmi  lately  available  t further  the  Air  Force  has 
under  contract  a noiicd  aalro-pihyslclot  fur  consultant  services  to  this 
project*  The  ATIC  opproach  to  the  analysis  of  thaaa  oases  la  as 
soientiflo  as  tao  uvidoace  allcwa*  and  whenever  nscoosary  the  analyst 
l0  a specialist*  In  considering;  Mrs*  IflHHHMueCasa  it  la  the 
opinion  of  the  .vV^G  that  I'r s* and  her  ^iMHMMMi0were 
TloilTS  of  on  Illusion*  U'his  illusion  resulting  from  the  eombloation 
of  lights  from  the  train  azxl  possibly  the  couat  guard  bait*  the  roar 
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b.  returned  ai  the  «»Uaat  oo«.n  e . 


6 lnol0> 

1,  Ltr  fr  £'^a* 


2. 

3* 


v/ahEKfv^ry 
(C)  AF  112 
Ur  fr 


h*  Ltr  tv 
5*  Ltr  fr 


6. 


Report 


^COBDOU  C. 
Colonel  f t0AF 
AFCIN-^iE 


{/ 


(ff 


1 1 1,  I 


and  plain  dealer.  MONDAY.  SEPTEMBER  22.  1958 


T©rrifi©s  Hous©wif© 


^ From  First  Page 


From  that  point  on,  his  ac 
funt  of  the  incident  agreet 


Both  also  said  tnai  uie 
"saucer"  made  a whimng  noise.] ' 
Then,  as  it  left,  the  noise  took 
on  a muffled,  whining  sound. 

John  demonstrated  with  a 
low  whistle,  increasing  in 
pitch.  togeUier  with  a hum. 

Not  Seen  by  Others 
The  "saucer"  w'as  dcscribedj 
as  round  from  a top  or  bottom  I 
view  and  oval  from  a side  view 
with  a rounded  cap  on  top.  It 
w-as  about  eight  feet  in  diam- 
eter, they  said,  and  about  three 
feet  high. 

Mrs.  Fitzgerald  said  it  had 
openings  on  both  sides  in  which 
she  saw  a series  of  small  tubes 
"like  small  e-riiaust  pipes.” 

Sheffield  I-ake  Police  Chief 


Mrs.  William  H.  Fitzgerald  John  Fitzgerald 
Fitzgerald 

S^iellield  Lake  lamUy  exo^es  mcck-up 

a!  '^saucer/' 

SUlf  Pholtt 


]J 
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By  Lillian  Cromter  Desguin 

■ 
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Bob 'Adkins  of  WTVN  radio  is' 
responsible  for  bringing  * this 

weeks  Flying  Saucer  story  to 

% 

print.  In  his  Monday  morning 
news  broadcast  he  mentioned  a I 
sighting  by  Mrs,  William  Fitz- 
gerald of  Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio, 

.Feeling  that  this  event  deserv- 
ed a follow-up,  especially  be- 
fore some  government  official 
could  arrive  to  advise  her  not  to 
discuss  the  sighting,  I put  in  a 
long  distance  call.  ' 

Mrs.  Fitzgerald  lives  in  a hous- 
ing development  where  there 

are  about  U5  homes,  indicating 
not  much  territory  between 
houses.  She  had  gone  to  bed 
Sunday  shortly  before  3 A.M. 
(September  21st).  Suddenly  a 
brilliant  light  shone  through  her 
closed  draperies  with  such  in- 
tensity that  she  was  forced  to 
shield  her  eyes  and  bury  them 
in  her  pillow.  When  the  light 
disappeared  she  ran  to  the  win- 
dow. There  about  seven  or  eight 
feet  above  her  lawn  was  a full- 
fleged  UFO.  Mrs.  Fitzgerald 
knew  nothing  about  such  phen- 
omena, I'm  sure  she  had  no  de- 
sire to  see  one,  and  has  less  de- 
sire to  see  one  again.  To  me  she 
i sounded  like  a woman  who  was  i 
i seared  stiff.  She  said  she  felt  as 
if  everything  inside  of  her 

Changed  location  for  good. 

* 

Not  being  much  good  on  guess- 
ing  sizes  she  did  her  best  to  give 
approximate  measurements.  <She 
thought  the  object  might  have 
been  eight  feet  in  diameter  and 
' three  feel  through.  She  described 
i it  as  looking  like  two  l^aper 
plates  placed  edge  to  edge  and 
topped  with  a soup  dish.  It  was 
a dull  aluminum  color,  the  only 
illumination  coming  from  an  ex- 
haust which  gave  off  a grayish 
pink  hue  sufficient  to  show  off 


the  form  of  this  object. 

She  watched  it  for  several 
minutes  as  it  did  various  antics,  ' 
as  well  as  hovering  here  and 
there.  This  saucer-shaped  ship 
even  went  around  her  house  and 
over  in  her  neighbors  yard.  Hav- 
ing played  long  enough,  the  UFO  | 
went  straight  up,  disappearing 
into  what  no  doubt,  must  be' 
heaven. 

I 

Apparently,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's 
ten  year  old  son  was  awakened 
by  the  light,  as  he  saw  the  ship 
from  his  own  bedroom.  He  ran 
to  awaken  his  father  before  she 
was  able  to  navigate  that  far.  i 

A mother's  main  concern  is  the 

■ 

safety  of  her  children,  and  this 
was  certainly  what  bothered 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald.  After  assuring 

her  that  1 didn’t  feel  that  this 
was  a Russian  invention  or  that  | 
it  was  going  to  harm  her  chil- 
dren, 1 believe  she  felt  relieved. 

Any  one  would  have  to  be  the 
world  champion  cynic  to  talk  to 
this  woman  and  believe  that  she 
had  made  up  such  a tale  for 
publicity's  sakel 

1 am  sorry  I haven’t  an  answer 
to  give  to  this  sighting.  The  best 
I could  do  would  be  to  give  sev- ! 
eral  possibilities,  and  this  will 
not  be  forthcoming  in  the  near 
future.  I can  say  that  there  are 
many  sightings  which  describe 
! a brilliant  spotlight  sometimes 
tur/ied  on  by  UFO’s.  A woman 
who  lives  on  Harrisburg  Pike 
saw  one  of  these  ships  cross  a 
cornfield,  with  a light  so  bril- 
liant that  every  clod  of  dirt 
could  be  seen  around  the  new- 
young  corn.  I wouldn’t  even  care 
to  venture  a guess  as  to  whether 
this  ship  was  occupied  or  not,  I 
believe  either  answer  is  possible. 


I 


Flying  Saucers  on  Top  of  Draculaij 
Terrifies  Sheffield  Lake  Womanj 


By  ALLSIN  D.  ASHBOI.T 
Lorain  County  Correipondent 

Terrified  and  shaken  by  their 
experience,  a Sheffield  Lake 
liousewife  and  her  10*year*old 
stepson  yesterday  related  a 
weird  account  of  a 3 a.m.  visit 
by  a “flying  saucer." 

Mrs.  William  H.  Fitzgerald, 
934  East  Drive,  said  she 
watched  the  obiect  for  more 
than  five  minutes  at  close 
i*yngc  after  a brilliant  light 
roused  her  from  her  bed. 

Tears  filled  her  eyes,  still | 
reddened  from  crying  until 
dawn  following  the  experience.! 
as  she ' told  of  unsuccessfully 
trying  to  wake  her  husband,  an 
unemployed  truck  driver,  to 
help  her  through  the  ordeal. 

“1  had  just  gone  to  bed  after 
the  last  movie  on  TV,"  she  said, 
when  a brilliant  white  glare 
filled  her  bedroom  through  the 


closed  window  drapes.  The 
movie  was  “Dracula’s  Daugh- 
ter." * 

Blinded  at  first,  she  hid  her 
head  under  the  pillow  until  the 
light  subsided.  Then  she  stood 
on  her  bed,  looked  through  the 
window  and  watched  the  “sau- 
cer" glide  over  her  driveway. 

It  hovered  a foot  above  a 
neighbor’s  lawn,  suddenly 
glowed,  and  discharged  a cloud 
of  "heavy  pinkish  - grayish  • 
purplish  smoke  from  the  sau- 
cer's back  and  sides,"  she  said. 

It  then  swept  in  a curve  onto 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  front  lawn, 
she  said,  and  rose  to  about 
' seven  feet  above  the  ground. 


After  it  completed  two  short 
circular  maneuvers,  she  lost 
sight  of  it,  she  said,  when  it 
sped  straight  up  into  the  sky 
over  the-  top  of  her  home. 


Mrs.  Fitzgerald.  28.  said  her  : 
daughter,  Christy  Lynn,  7.  and 
her  husband  slept  peacefully  a* 
she  watched  what  she  described  ; 
as  "the  roost  horrible  looking ; 
thing"  she  had  ever  seen,  "It 
was  terrifying,"  she  said. 

Aer  stepson,  John,  a fourth 

grade  student  at  Milford 
roentarj'  School  in  Cleveland.* 
was  spending  the  weekend, 
visiting  his  father.  He  tvas  ii,| 
the  next  bedroom,  also  at  tht| 
front  of.  the  house,  and  hap? 
pened  to  be  awake  when  tlir| 
"saucer”  made  Us  early-roorn^ 

Ing  appearance,  _ p 

Since  his  smalt  bedroom  wro-i 
dow  was  above  his  eye  let  f ij 
he  e.xplained,  he  could  not  sed 
the  object  until  he  stepped  oil 
a wall  heat  register.  By  that 
time,  he  said,  it  was  emittini 

- the  cloud  of  smoke.  | 

(ronttniied  Pate  i».  SP 
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Monday  Ere* 


Dear  Mra« 


1 bare  vrltten  up  your  story  for  this  weeks  paper  i axul  If  1 do 
not  find  that  you  have  sent  for  a subscription  will  send  you  a 
clipping*  Z forgot  to  ask  you  if  there  was  any  noise  Involved  and 
take  for  granted  there  wasn't,  but  I should  have  asked '•  Most  ships 
make  no  noise  but  now  and  then  th^  do,  so  it  is  quite  important. 

Also  I'm  wondering  whether  the  Air  Force  or  anyone  will  get  to  you  and 
suggest  you  do  not  give  out  your  story.  This  happens,  and  I'll  surely 
appreciate  it  if  you  will  keep  me  informed.  I do  wish  we  had  time  for 
a few  hours  talk.  I would  be  glad  to  share  the  material  I have  found 
out,  but  1 find  that  generally  no  one  believes  you  anyway,  so  it's 
almost  useless. 


Am  almost  tempted  to  drive  up  to  see  you  as  yours  la  one  of  the 
beat  sightings.  Do  let  me  hear  from  you  on  any  points  you  have  forgotten 
to  mention,  no  matter  how  slight.  Sometimes  they  have  more  importance 
than  you  think. 


Sincerely , 
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u,  s,  oovcjtNMENT  FRiMTiMa  OFFicEt  isaa^aasass 


4 


4'' 


UrO  BaporU*  CXoToliiod  Atm 


3AFIS*3  r^ajor  T&ch«r 

ArciK*4r4 


10  Jot  3^ 


4>4/KaJ  rrien<l/fto/69<il6/fll(lt>  028 


1*  Thi»  C«>ter  oixook*d  wlttk  mt->t  7oat  CanUr,  itADO.  ooaoerniaii  t»et  *1^4 
around  Clevcl«»  or«a«  i’ho  A‘i'1  t;«nter  waa  iufonpad  taat  taota  aro  oonduotad 

la  rcatrlotaa  area  i>lC9.  oi  Da/ ton.  und  x»oa  in  ttta  Clavolond  axaa. 


2*  Bailotmg  are  reieaaed  Iron  all  over  tue  united  ^ataieat  aooa  naili  aoaio  ver/ 
Xerte#  Tdo  lcx4>e  balloona  mill  travd  tUoueande  ol*  fcilleo  from  tiio  launoMUfe  alte 
before  uot&int;  down®  -»akoe  «f  taeso  launoiiii3*ia  are  uiujoueauled,  end  aw  ao  nuaiorouo 
aa  to  precluie  eaeei&inc^  fcAto  all  tae  airporta  tliat  »ifcdt  releaae  balloona. 

3,  A tborouLh  oneoX  of  tna  aTIJ  flleo  failed  to  reveal  any  reporta  of  unidontl* 
fled  flylod  objeotu  la  w^*e  wl^velafia  fotia  on  toe  lotu  or  19  tn  oi  Au4»uat  193^  • 


4 XnoXa> 

X«  Ltr  fr  Uuuao  of 
2.  Uy  ltr  K 

3*  ^9  1 
4*  Jy  It 


«ep 


a.  K*  GILBKHT 
Colonel*  UJAj* 
Afe  eXt'i^AA 


* ^ -4 


^ . AV . .jL>eapdi‘  ‘ilia,  r'r#  j 


. ■ /•  / 
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4*  Inveatly.atlon  revealed  that  a railroad  track  ran  near  the  home 
of  Mrs*  ttfUlllfllpfc  The  night  of  Mrs  • ^millHppas  sighting  a train 
passed  the  house  at  approximately  the  same  hour  of  the  reported  sighting* 
The  train- had  a rotating  headlight  which  under  some  conditions  would  pro- 
duce unusual  effects*  Contact  was.  also  made  with  Chief  Bosun  Mate  William 
Schott  of  the  Lorain  Coast  Guard  Station*  Chief  Schott  reported  that  he 
vy  using  his  spotli^t  in  an  attempt  to  attract  the  attention  of  another 
s^p*  and  that  the  li^t  was  directed  toward  shore  in  the  general  direc- 
tion of  Mrs«^mplilVSnioua6*  The  time  and  date  of  this  incident 
coincide  with  those  reported  hy Lorain* 
OhiOf  a' witness  listed  in  Mrs*  report  • couldn*t  recall  any- 

thing unusual  on  the  night  of  tK  reported  sighting*  Mr*^MBlb  another 
witness  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  was  not  available  for  interview*  The  weather 
at  the  time  of  the  incident  was  a misty  rain  with  haze  and  smoke* 


5*  MrsiMBIHHIHF  imprassed  the  Air  Force  investigators  as  being 
nervous,  emotional  and  impressionable*  At  times  during  the  Interview 
the  witness  was  on  the  brink  of  tears  and  gave  other  indications  of  a 
highly  emotional  state* 


6*  MrsdlUHII^IIPi  admitted  that  the  letter  and  report  which  she 
sent  to  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center  was  prepared  by 
^HMW*  The  opinion  of  the  Air  Force  investigators,  and  shared  by 
the  ATIC,  is  that  this  individual  bad  considerable  influence  upon  both 
the  report  and  subseq.uent  actions  of  the  witness* 


7*  Investigation  further  disclosed  that  Mrs *^||fimi||||||| received 
letters  from  other  self-appointed  UFO  e^qperts  concerning  her  experience* 
These  letters  are  all  written  In  a tone  of  encouragement  to  M^a* 

and  all  directed  toward  discrediting  the  U*  S*  Government 
end  particularly  the  U*  S*  Air  Force*  !nxermofax  copies  of  these  letters 
are  Inolosures  to  this  correspondence* 


8*  The  conclusions  of  the  Air  Force  investigators  is  that  the 
combination  of  moving  lights,  noise  of  the  train,  prevailing  weather  and 
the  emotional  cond^io^ofthe  witness  accounts  for  the  illusion  ex- 
perienced by  Mrs • Technical  Intelligence  Center, 

after  evaluation  of  the  evidence  in  this  case,  concurs  with  the  con- 
clusions of  the  investigators* 


9*  Mrs • letter  and  report  to  the  Air  Technical 

Intelligence  Center  is  also  an  inclosure  to  this  correspondence.  This 
letter  requires  an  answer  directly  to  Mrs*  dlHIIl^hkaii 


Umx  -uii 

5 Inclsx 
1*  Ltr_i 


H.  K.  GILBERT 
Colonel,  U6AF 
AFC1N-4E 


SiGHTINOt  One  of  the  best 
sightlnge  to  come  to  our 
tention  in  e long  tifita  it 
one  from  Sheffield  Laket 
Ohlo^  that  occurred  on  Sept, 

Slot,  According  to  the  local 
newcpaper  e » Krc 

watched  a flying 
saucer  at  very  close  range 
for  more  than  five  minutes 
early  that  morningi  after  a 
brilliant  light  from  the  UFO 
Itad  roused  her  from  her  bod. 

She  watched  the  object  as  It 
glided  along  slowly  about  a 
foot  above  her  neighbor's 
driveway.  It  was  seen  to 
discharge  a cloud  of  *heavy 
pinkish* gray  purplish  smoke! 

It  then  Bwep^li^a  curve  oi>- 
to  Mrs  s front 

lawn,  and  rose  to  about  sev* 
en  feet  above  the  ground. 

Thereupon  it  mads  two  eir« 
eular  aanouverst  and  shot 
strai^t  up  into  the  sl^, 
out  of  sight.  Mrs. 

husband  and  daugh* 
although  In  the  same 

room,  did  not  see  tho  object;  but  her  adpSHHIHlib  thought  to  bo 

sleeping  pet ce fully  in  tne  next  roots,  did  e so  the  UFO  - and  the  next  day  his 
story  talliod  with  hers,  Tho  saucer  was  described  as  round  from  a top  or  bot* 
tom  view  and  eval  from  a side  view,  with  o rounded  cap  or  top.  It  was  about 
eight  feet  In  dlcmster  sod  three  fent  high,  and  had  openings  en  both  sides , in 

sew  a series  of  small  tubes  ”llke  small  exhaust  pipes.* 
- Fortunately  for  saucer  fans,  this  eigliting  was  given  a thorough  flrst*hand 
Investigation  by  an  Ohio  saucer  group  called  the  UFO  Reaearoh  Comal ttee  of 
AkTon.who  ha^e  prepared  a thirteen  pegs  report  on  all  aspects  of  the  incident. 
Unfortansiely,  spr-co  limitations  prevent  ue  from  reproducing  this  roport  even 
in  summary  form,  but  it  it  an  extremely  well*done  job,  and  we  heartily  rocoo* 
mend  it  to  all  our  readers.  In  addition  to  containing  many  details  of  the 
ol'^htinf  that  the  nevepapors  did  not  carry,  the  roport  shows  the  slepplnese  or 

iho  downright  unfelrnoso  of  the  Air  Force's  investigation  of  tha  incident.  The 

Air  Force  caco  up  with  "explanation*  of  the  sighting  that  almply  does  not 
conform  to  the  feotSiUnd  if  thi?  is  typical  of  their  Invei tl gatlon  procedures, 

it  is  eiicy  to  see  how  ihry  are  now  able  to  solve  over  92*' of  all  sightings) 


/ 


OAl-t-ni  nvoor 


Galley  103— The  world  of  flying  saucers 

gated.  She  enclosed  a three-page  summary  prepared  by  members 
of  the  UFO  Research  Committee  of  Akron,  and  added,  "I  assure 
you  that  I will  contact  my  congressman  about  this  matter  if  some 

action  Is  not  taken  soon  to  explain  it.” 

The  alleged  UFO  had  appeared  at  about  3 a.m.  in  the  yard  of 
the  one-story,  t^vo-bcdroom  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  and 
her  husband.  She  had  been  sitting  up  alone  watching  television 
and  had  gone  to  bed  at  the  end  of  the  late  movie.  The  bedroom 
window  was  shut  and  the  window  curtains  were  closed.  Outside, 
the  night  was  dark;  the  moon  had  set,  there  were  no  street  lights, 
and  none  of  the  neighboring  houses  was  lighted.  Lying  with  her 
arm  over  her  eyes,  trying  to  get  to  sleep,  she  suddenly  realized  that 
the  room  was  illuminated  and  stood  up  on  the  bed  to  look  out  of 
the  window. 

According  to  her  account,  a disk-shaped  object  with  a hump  in 
the  middle,  a dull  aluminum  in  color,  was  moving  across  the  yard 
at  a height  of  about  five  feet.  The  object  did  not  glow  and  did  not 
have  lights  on  it;  she  could  not  determine  the  source  of  the  light 
that  made  it  visible  to  her.  About  twenty  to  twenty-two  feet  in 
diameter  and  about  six  feet  high,  the  UFO  moved  north  across  the 
driveway  into  a neighbor's  yard,  losing  altitude  on  the  way  until 
it  was  only  one  fool  above  the  ground.  At  a distance  of  fifty  feet,  it 
stopped  and  floated  motionless  for  several  seconds  while  pink-gray 
smoke  billowed  out  from  two  openings  in  the  rim  and  illuminated 
the  UFO.  Each  opening  contained  seven  pipes.  The  smoke  did  not 
come  from  the  pipes  but  from  the  openings  from  which  the  pipes 
projected.  The  object  then  moved  back  into  the  witness’s  yard, 
rising  to  a height  of  five  feet.  No  longer  emitting  smoke,  it  made 
two  quick  clockwise  turns  with  a radius  of  about  three  feet,  and 
rose  straight  up.  The  roof  of  the  house,  jutting  out  over  the  window, 
cut  it  from  further  view.  During  the  entire  time  of  the  sighting, 
about  thirty-six  seconds,  she  had  heard  a muffled  noise  like  that  of 
a jet  engine  wanning  up.  She  had  tried  several  times  to  waken 
her  husband,  by  kicking  him,  but  without  success.  When  the  object 
had  gone,  she  went  back  to  bed  and  slept. 

When  she  awoke  at  ii;oo  the  next  morning  and  mentioned  her 
experience  to  the  family,  she  learned  that  ten-year-old  John  Fitz- 
gerald, sleeping  in  the  second  bedroom,  had  also  seen  a strange 
hght,  He  had  apparently  wakened  during  the  night  to  go  to  the 
bathroom  and  had  returned  to  bed,  when  he  saw  a bright  light 
shining  into  his  room  and  heard  an  unusual  noise.  Climbing  up  on 
the  radiator  to  look  out  of  his  window,  he  saw  something  the  color 
of  a tin  cup  moving  across  the  yard.  After  watching  for  a few  sec- 
onds until  the  light  had  gone,  he  went  to  bed  and  to  sleep. 

Puzzled  by  the  incident,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  telephoned  the  local 
newspaper,  the  Lorain  Journal,  and  the  story  appeared  in  several 
Ohio  newspapers.  Members  of  the  Akron  Committee,  one  of  whom 
lived  in  the  nearby  town  of  Lorain,  soon  arrived  to  question  her 
and  prepare  the  summary  of  her  experience;  other  witnesses  in 
Lorain  were  reported  to  have  seen  the  same  UFO. 

Even  at  first  glance,  the  situation  presented  several  unusual 
features.  The  witness  had  delayed  more  than  a week  before  notify- 
ing Air  Force  investigators,  yet  she  threatened  to  notify  her  con- 
gressman unless  some  action  were  taken  soon.  She  had  not  waited 
for  action,  however,  but  by  the  same  mail  had  written  to  her  con- 
gressman requesting  him  to  obtain  an  explanation  from  the  Air 
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gated.  She  enclosed  a three-page  summary  prepared  by  members 
of  the  UFO  Research  Committee  of  Akron,  and  added,  “I  assure 
you  that  1 will  contact  my  congressman  about  this  matter  if  some 

action  is  not  taken  soon  to  explain  it.” 

The  alleged  UFO  had  appeared  at  about  3 a.m.  in  the  yard  of 
the  one-story,  two-bedroom  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  and 
her  husband.  She  had  been  sitting  up  alone  watching  television 
and  had  gone  to  bed  at  the  end  of  the  late  movie.  The  bedroom 
window  was  shut  and  the  window  curtains  were  closed.  Outside, 
the  night  was  dark;  the  moon  had  set,  there  were  no  street  lights, 
and  none  of  the  neighboring  houses  was  lighted.  Lying  with  her 
arm  over  her  eyes,  trying  to  get  to  steep,  she  suddenly  realized  that 
the  room  was  illuminated  and  stood  up  on  the  bed  to  look  out  of 
the  window. 

According  to  her  account,  a disk-shaped  object  with  a hump  in 
the  middle,  a dull  aluminum  in  color,  was  moving  across  the  yard 
at  a height  of  about  five  feet.  The  object  did  not  glow  and  did  not 
have  lights  on  it;  she  could  not  determine  the  source  of  the  light 
that  made  it  visible  to  her.  About  twenty  to  twenty-two  feet  in 
diameter  and  about  six  feet  high,  the  UFO  moved  north  across  the 
driveway  into  a neighbor’s  yard,  losing  altitude  on  the  way  until 
it  was  only  one  foot  above  the  ground.  At  a distance  of  fifty  feet,  it 
stopped  and  floated  motionless  for  several  seconds  while  pink-gray 
smoke  billowed  out  from  two  openings  in  the  rim  and  illuminated 
the  UFO.  Each  opening  contained  seven  pipes.  The  smoke  did  not 
come  from  the  pipes  but  from  the  openings  from  which  the  pipes 
projected.  The  object  then  moved  back  into  the  witness’s  yard, 
rising  to  a height  of  five  feet.  No  longer  emitting  smoke,  it  made 
two  quick  clockwise  turns  with  a radius  of  about  three  feet,  and 
rose  straight  up.  The  roof  of  the  house,  jutting  out  over  the  window, 
cut  it  from  further  view.  During  the  entire  time  of  the  sighting, 
about  thirty-six  seconds,  she  had  heard  a muffled  noise  like  that  of 
a jet  engine  warming  up.  She  had  tried  several  times  to  waken 
her  husband,  by  kicking  him,  but  without  success.  When  the  object 
had  gone,  she  went  back  to  bed  and  slept. 

When  she  awoke  at  11:00  the  next  morning  and  mentioned  her 
experience  to  the  family,  she  learned  that  ten-year-old  John  Fitz- 
gerald, sleeping  in  the  second  bedroom,  had  also  seen  a strange 
light.  He  had  apparently  wakened  during  the  night  to  go  to  the 
bathroom  and  had  returned  to  bed,  when  he  saw  a bright  light 
.shining  into  his  room  and  heard  an  unusual  noise.  Climbing  up  on 
the  radiator  to  look  out  of  his  window,  he  saw  something  the  color 
of  a tin  cup  moving  across  the  yard.  After  watching  for  a few  sec- 
onds until  the  light  had  gone,  he  went  to  bed  and  to  sleep. 

Puzzled  by  the  incident,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  telephoned  the  local 
newspaper,  the  Lorain  /o«r»m/,  and  tlie  story  appeared  in  several 
Ohio  newspapers.  Members  of  the  Akron  Committee,  one  of  whom 
lived  in  the  nearby  town  of  Lorain,  soon  arrived  to  question  her 
and  prepare  the  summary  of  her  experience;  other  witnesses  in 
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4.  Other  factors,  (a)  Bet%veen  midnight  at  4 a Coast  Guard 
cutter  ecjuipped  with  an  eight-inch  spotlight  had  been  plying  back 
and  forth  on  Lake  Erie  searching  for  an  overdue  cabin  cruiser.  At 
about  3 A.M.  the  cutter  had  been  headed  east  toward  Lorain,  reach- 
ing there  at  3: 15,  had  then  continued  east  beyond  Sheffield  to  Avon, 
before  turning  back  to  the  Lorain  lifeboat  station  and  berthing  at 
4 A.M.  (b)  At  2:5a  A.M.  a train  had  left  the  Lorain  railroad  station, 
roughly  three  miles  from  the  Fitzgerald  house.  Eight  minutes  later 
it  would  have  been  passing  south  of  the  house  at  a distance  of  about 

100  yards.  The  engine  was  using  a rotating  headlight. 

From  these  facts  it  was  possible  to  reconstruct  the  probable 
sequence  of  events  that  produced  the  UFO:  In  the  hour  or  so  before 
the  sighting,  the  witness  had  been  sitting  up  alone  watching  the  late 
movie  on  TV.  The  film  that  night  was  a horror  movie,  DracuWs 
Daughter.  About  3 a.m.,  soon  after  the  witness  had  gone  to  bed, 
the  Coast  Guard  cutter  on  Lake  Erie  was  traveling  east  toward 
Lorain,  was  very  near  the  harbor  and  was  flashing  its  spotlight 
toward  shore.  The  light  had  briefly  illuminated  the  two  bedrooms 
of  the  Fitzgerald  house  and  had  roused  Mrs.  Fitzgerald.  At  that 
distance,  between  three  and  four  miles,  the  beam  would  have 
spread  and  would  have  been  dispersed  still  more  by  the  drops  of 
rain  falling.  By  the  time  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  reached  the  window  and 
pulled  back  the  curtains,  the  searchlight  was  gone.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  the  train  that  left  Lorain  at  2:52  was  passing  south 
of  the  house,  using  its  rotating  headlight  and  producing  a roaring 
noise  made  more  piercing  by  the  moist  atmosphere.  Looking 
through  the  wet  glass  of  the  window,  the  witness  saw  the  beam 
of  the  train’s  headlight  moving  through  the  haze  in  the  yard.  Smoke 
from  the  nearby  foundry  was  also  being  blown  into  the  yard.  Il- 
luminated by  the  circular  beam  of  light,  the  smoke  seemed  to  be  a 
glowing,  solid  object  that  moved  back  and  forth  and  emitted  clouds 

of  gray-pink  smoke. 

In  summary,  the  Air  Force  concluded  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  s UFO 
was  an  illusion  produced  by  a combination  of  factors:  an  excited 
frame  of  mind  induced  by  Dracutas  Daughter,  the  spotlight  on 
the  Coast  Guard  cutter,  the  rotating  headlight  of  the  train  and.  the 
noise  of  its  engine,  the  smoke  from  the  nearby  steel  plant,  and  the 

haze  of  the  drizzly  night. 

This  analysis  provoked  an  explosion  from  the  witness,  who  wrote 
her  congressman:  “1  was  outraged  wlien  I read  the  Air  Force  con^ 
elusion  to  my  sighting.  The  person  who  made  it  must  be  insane. 


"The  Fitzgerald  Report" 

The  UFO  Research  Committee  compiled  and  on  December  1 
published  a thirtcen-page  pamphlet  (later  reissued  in  amplified 
form  and  copyrighted)  entitled:  “The  Fitzgerald  Report,  A Com- 
picte  and  Detailed  Account  of  the  Sighting  of  an  Unidentified 
Flying  Object,  Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio,  September  21, 1958.  This  docu- 
ment charged  "(luplicity"  in  the  Air  Force  treatment  of  UFO  re- 
ports in  general,  and  assorted  that  the  Fitzgerald  investigation  in 
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Other  factors,  (a)  Between  midnight  at  4 a.m.  a Coast  Guard 
cutter  equipped  with  an  cight-incli  spotlight  had  been  plying  hack 
and  forth  on  Lake  Eric  searching  for  an  nvcrdiiu  cabin  cruiser.  At 
about  3 A.M.  the  cutter  had  been  headed  cast  toward  Lorain,  reacli- 
ing  there  at  3:15,  had  tlicn  continued  cast  beyond  Shcfiicld  to  Avon, 
before  turning  back  to  the  Lorain  lifclioat  station  and  berthing  at 
4 A.M.  (b)  At  2:52  A.M.  a train  had  left  the  Lorain  railroad  station, 
roughly  three  miles  from  the  Fitzgerald  house.  Eight  minutes  later 
it  would  have  been  passing  south  of  the  house  at  a distance  of  about 
100  yards.  The  engine  was  using  a rotating  headlight. 

From  these  facts  it  was  possible  to  reconstruct  the  probable 
sequence  of  events  that  produced  the  UFO:  In  the  hour  or  so  before 
the  sighting,  the  witness  had  been  sitting  up  alone  watching  the  late 
movie  on  TV.  The  film  that  night  was  a horror  movie,  Draculas 
Daughter.  About  3 a.m.,  soon  after  the  witness  had  gone  to  bed, 
the  Coast  Guard  cutter  on  Lake  Erie  was  traveling  cast  toward 
Lorain,  was  very  near  the  harbor  and  was  flashing  its  spotlight 
toward  shore.  The  light  had  briefly  illuminated  the  two  bedrooms 
of  the  Fitzgerald  house  and  had  roused  Mrs.  Fitzgerald.  At  that 
distance,  between  three  and  four  miles,  the  beam  would  have 
spread  and  would  have  been  dispersed  still  more  by  the  drops  of 
rain  falling.  By  the  time  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  reached  the  window  and 
pulled  back  the  curtains,  the  searchlight  was  gone.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  the  train  that  left  Lorain  at  2:52  was  passing  south 
of  the  house,  using  its  rotating  headlight  and  producing  a roaring 
noise  made  more  piercing  by  the  moist  atmosphere.  Looking 
through  the  wet  glass  of  the  window,  the  witness  saw  the  beam 
of  the  train's  headlight  moving  through  the  haze  in  the  yard.  Smoke 
from  the  nearby  foundry  was  also  being  blown  into  the  yard.  Il- 
luminated by  the  circular  beam  of  light,  the  smoke  seemed  to  be  a 
glowing,  solid  object  that  moved  back  and  forth  and  emitted  clouds 
of  gray-pink  smoke. 

In  summary,  the  Air  Force  concluded  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  UFO 
was  an  illusion  produced  by  a combination  of  factors;  an  excited 
frame  of  mind  induced  by  Dracula^s  Daughter^  the  spotlight  on 
the  Coast  Guard  cutter,  the  rotating  headlight  of  the  train  and  the 
noise  of  its  engine,  the  smoke  from  the  nearby  steel  plant,  and  the 
haze  of  the  drizzly  night. 

This  analysis  provoked  an  explosion  from  the  witness,  who  wrote 
her  congressman;  "I  was  outraged  when  I read  the  Air  Force  con- 
clusion to  my  sighting.  The  person  who  made  it  must  be  insane." 

*rhe  Fitzgerald  Report” 

The  UFO  Research  Committee  compiled  and  on  December  1 
published  a thirteen-page  pamphlet  (later  reissued  in  amplified 
form  and  copyrighted)  entitled;  “The  Fitzgerald  Report,  A Com- 
plete and  Detailed  Account  of  the  Sighting  of  an  Unidentified 
Flying  Object,  Sheffield  Lake,  Ohio,  September  21, 1958."  This  docu- 
ment charged  “duplicity”  in  the  Air  Force  treatment  of  UFO  re- 
ports in  general,  and  asserted  that  the  Fitzgerald  investigation  in 
particular  had  been  "criminally  mishandled"  and  was  a “disgrace  to 
the  U.  S,  Air  Force  and  an  insult  to  the  American  public.”  It  further 
suggested  that  Sergeants  A and  B be  “disciplined”  because  their 
investigation  was  not  adequate  or  thorough,  and  that  they  had  had 
“little  or  no  intention  of  making  an  honest  investigation.” 


Copies  of  the  pamphlet  were  mailed  to  eminent  scientists  through- 
out the  country,  members  of  the  United  States  blouse  of  Repre- 
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the  night,  picking  up  objects  in  all  directions.  It  is  hard  to  estimate 

how  mnriy  times  spotlights  were  snapped  on  and  off  during  subject 

search,  but  they  were  used  quite  often  during  short  periods  of 

time.*’] 

Charge  4,  The  statement  that  the  supposed  confirmatory  witness, 
Mrs.  S,  could  not  recall  anything  unusual  for  the  night  of  the  sight- 
ing was  a “lie,”  as  evidenced  by  her  signed  statement.  [Incorrect. 
When  the  investigators  visited  Mrs.  S,  she  asserted  that  she  had 
nothing  to  contribute.  At  about  2:30  a.m.  (half  an  hour  earlier  than 
the  Fitzgerald  sighting)  she  had  indeed  noticed  a bright-red  glow 
that  had  startled  her  at  first  until  she  realized  that  it  probably  came 
from  the  nearby  Ohio  Edison  plant  or  from  the  foundry.  The  signed 
statement  printed  by  the  Akron  Committee  in  the  December  1958 
edition  of  the  document  bears  no  date.  The  notarized  statement 
used  in  the  1959  edition  is  dated  March  25,  six  months  after  the 
sighting  had  occurred.  After  the  Air  Force  interview,  apparently, 
Mrs.  S had  changed  her  mind  for  reasons  unknown. 

Charge  5.  The  statement  that  another  confirmatory  witness,  Mr. 
G,  was  not  available  for  interview  was  "pathetic”  because  it  was 
Mrs.  G,  not  Mr.  G,  who  saw  the  UFO  [The  point  of  this  accusation 
Is  not  clear.  Because  of  a typographical  error  in  a letter,  "Mrs.” 
was  changed  to  “Mr.”  The  fact  remains  that  the  supposed  witness, 
Mrs.  G,  was  not  available.  Also,  the  light  she  reported  had  appeared 
about  2 A.M.,  an  hour  before  the  Fitzgerald  sighting.] 

Charge  6a.  It  was  not  true  that  a misty  rain  with  haze  and  mist 
had  occurred  at  the  time  of  the  sighting;  the  witness  herself  stated 
that  it  was  not  raining.  [Incorrect.  The  Cleveland  Weather  Bureau 
recorded  continual  slight  precipitation  betxvcen  midnight  and  7 
A.M.;  ,20  inches  were  recorded  between  2 and  4 a.m.  When  asked 
whether  it  was  raining  when  she  saw  the  UFO,  the  witness  replied, 
“It  had  rained  a few  hours  before,”  a vague  response  suggesting  that 
she  had  not  noticed  the  weather  at  the  time  of  the  sighting.  Other 
parts  of  her  account,  however,  strongly  indicate  rain.  Although  the 
night  was  warm  (about  65  degrees  F.  at  3 a.m.),  her  bedroom  win- 
dow was  closed.] 

Charge  6b.  It  was  not  true  that  smoke  from  the  steel  plant  south- 
west of  the  house  could  have  been  a factor  in  the  sighting,  because 
the  direction  of  the  wind  was  wrong.  [Incorrect.  The  Weather 
Bureau  recorded  “WSW  and  SW”  winds  that  night  averaging  ten 
miles  an  hour;  coming  from  the  southwest,  the  winds  would  have 
blown  the  smoke  northeast,  directly  toward  the  house.] 

Charge  ya.  The  sergeants  did  not  make  a house-to-house  check 
among  the  neighbors  to  obtain  confirmatory  evidence.  [Correct. 
Such  a time-consuming  procedure  would  not  have  been  justified. 
The  neighbors  had  had  two  \vecks  in  which  to  report  a visiting 
spaceship.  No  such  report  had  been  made,  even  by  the  neighbor 
in  whose  yard  the  noisy  object  was  supposed  to  have  hovered 
while  emitting  pulFs  of  smoke.] 

Charge  76.  They  did  not  ask  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  to  make  a drawing 
of  the  UFO.  [Correct  Before  their  visit  she  had  already  made  such 
a drawing,  prepared  with  the  help  of  members  of  the  Akron  Com- 
mittee who  had  shown  her  a sketch  of  an  alleged  spaceship  re- 
produced several  years  earlier  in  an  Air  Force  pamphlet  [13].  With 
this  sketch  before  her  to  aid  her  memory,  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  had  des- 
cribed her  UFO  to  a draftsman  provided  by  the  committee.  Un- 
surprisingly, the  resulting  sketch  was  very  similar  to  the  picture 
used  as  an  example.  A drawing  obtained  in  this  way  could  have  no 
value  as  evidence.] 
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legal  action. 

Th*?  dociimcnt  made  a number  of  specific  accusations.  Because 
of  tbe  wide  publicity  given  tliis  attack,  we  shall  discus.s  each  point 
fully,  to  illustrate  the  procedures  followed  by  many  civilian  saucer 
groups.  Our  comments,  appended  in  brackets,  arc  based  on  olficial 
records  of  the  Air  Force,  the  New  York  Central  Railway,  the  United 
States  Weather  Bureau,  anti  the  United  Slates  Ctwst  Guard.  Most 
of  these  facts  were  available  to  the  Akron  Committee  itself. 

Charge  i.  Because  of  the  position  of  the  Fitzgerald  house,  the 
headlight  of  the  train  could  not  have  shone  into  the  bedroom  win- 
dows. [Correct.  But  the  point  is  irrelevant.  The  Air  Force  did  not 
suggest  that  the  train’s  light  shone  into  the  window.  Tlie  light  could 
have  shone  into  the  yard,  however,  and  would  have  been  visible 
to  a witness  looking  out  of  the  window.  The  brilliant  light  that 
flashed  in  the  window  and  roused  the  witness  did  not  come  from 
the  train  but  fronr  die  spotlight  of  the  Coast  Guard  cutter.  1 

Charge  2.  Events  taking  place  on  the  lake  could  not  have  had 
any  relation'  to  the  sighting  because  the  shore  was  3000  feet  away 
and,  because  of  intervening  houses  and  trees,  a witness  in  the  Fitz- 
gerald house  could  not  see  the  lake.  [Incorrect  conclusion  from  the 
facts.  The  beam  of  a spotlight  on  a boat  moving  one  or  two  miles 
offshore  (as  was  the  Coast  Guard  cutter  at  about  3 a.m.)  could 
have  been  seen  from  the  house.  The  beam  of  such  a light  can  be 
visible  for  great  distances.  Reflected  from  the  clouds  and  spread 
by  the  drops  of  moisture  in  the  air,  it  could  easily  have  flashed  into 

the  window  with  great  brilliance.] 

Charge  30.  The  spotlight  used  by  the  Coast  Guard  cutter  was 

of  a type  that  could  not  be  focused  like  a searchlight;  therefore 
the  beam  could’  not  have  been  reflected  from  the  clouds  to  the 
Fitzgerald  house.  [Incorrect.  The  spotlight  used  could  operate  as 
either  a diffuse  or  a'  narrow  beam,  could  be  focused  like  a search- 
light, and  could  have  been  reflected  from  the  clouds  to  the  house.] 

Chflrge  3b.  The  Coast  Guard  cutter  had  used  its;  spotlight 
and  turned  the  beam  im  the  direction  of  the  house  only  once  that 
night,  while  signaling  another  boat  at  a time  two  hours  earlier 
than  the  sighting  and  a place  roughly  five  miles  from'  tHe  house. 
[The  December  1,  19^8,  editiomof  the  document  gives  the  distance 
as  4V1  miles;  the;  1959  ediUon  gives  5^2  miles;  Whatever  the  true  dis- 
tance, the  statement  is  incorrect.  A signaling  incident  did  occur 
at  the  time  and  about  the  place  specified’,  but’  it  had  no  relation 
to  the  Fitzgerald  sighting.  The  light  was  used  frequently  in  the 
hours  between  midnight  and  4 a.m.,-  as>  the  cutter  earned  out  its 
search  for  the  missing  cabin  cruiser.  In  a statement  obtained  by 
the  Akron  Committe  itself,  the  clii^  boatswain’s  mate  affirmed  that 
“Subject  spotlight  was  flashed' on  and  off  a number  of  times  during. 
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Ohio 


Septeraber  29  f 1958 


Aerial  Phenomena  Group 


Air  Technical  Intellifjence  Center 


Vright-Patterson  APB 


Dayton,  Ohio 


Dear  Sirs: 


1^  ^ w * 

This  is  to  inform  you  ol*  a UFO  sighting  I 


had  on 


September  21,  1958*  I would  appreciate  it  very  much  if 
you  would  send  an  investigator,  or  someone  to  explain 
this  happening  to  me*  It  was  a terribly  frightening 


experience 


I assure  you  that  I will  contact  my  congressman 


about  this  matter  if  some  action  is  not  taken  soon  to 


explain  it. 


No  private  citizen  should  be  placed  in  the  path  of 


government  devices,  if  that  is  what  it  v/as.  If  it  v/as 


a space  craft,  steps  must  be  taken  to  warn  the  public. 


The  summary  included  here  was  prepared  by  a private 


ufo  investigator  who  interviewed  me  and  the  other  people 


v;ho  reported  strange  objects  that  morning. 


Sincerely. 


•59  ■; 

Krs. 


i 


Incluilc  questions  that  allowed  Mrs.  I''itzgerakl  to  express  an  ncr 
Ideas  of  what  she  hucl  seen.  [Correct.  Tlie  questions  arc  designed  to 
elicit  observed  fdiysical  facts;  it  does  not  ask  for  the  witness’s  in> 
terpretations.  ] 

C/targe  ye.  They  did  not  take  notes  during  the  interview.  [Cor- 
rect. In  filling  out  the  report  form  they  obtained  all  the  necessary 
information.  They  had  been  trained  not  to  take  additional  notes 
because  some  witnesses  become  nervous  when  they  see  that  their 
remarks  are  being  written  down.] 

Basic  charge  7.  These  **oinissions”  in  procedure  proved  that  the 
sergeants  had  little  intention  of  making  an  honest  investigation. 
[Incorrect.  They  omitted  no  query  that  might  have  yielded  useful 
evidence.  Their  duty  was  to  report  and  try  to  account  for  the 
phenomenon  observed  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  not  to  record  her  belief 
in  a hypothetical  spaceship.  The  details  of  structure  and  motion 
that  Mr.  C was  eager  to  insert  in  the  record  were  mere  impressions 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  UFO  was  a solid  object  under 
intelligent  control.] 

The  document  repeatedly  charged  that  the  investigators  asked 
too  few  questions,  and  implied  that  they  asked  only  five  of  Mrs: 
Fitzgerald— yet  she  answered  all  the  many  questions  in  the  standard 
report  form.  Furthermore,  Mr.  C had  no  way  of  knowing  just  how 
many  and  what  questions  were  asked;  during  all  the  latter  part 
of  the  interview  he  was  outside  the  house,  trying  to  interrogate  Ser- 
geant A. 

There  is  little  more  to  say  of  the  irresponsible  attack  based  on 
the  Fitzgerald  case.  The  purpose  was  obvious.  In  a letter  to  one 
scientist  who  received  a copy  of  the  Fitzgerald  Report,  a member 
of  the  Akron  Comittee  bluntly  stated  that  although  "the  sighting 
was  really  unimportant/*  the  report  had  been  prepared  and  dis- 
tributed in  order  to  prove  that  the  Air  Force  investigation  was 
*‘not  fair,  honest,  or  scientific.” [14] 

Perhaps  the  best  comment  on  this  notorious  affair  and  on  the 
activities  of  civilian  saucer-investigation  groups  in  general  is  that 
of  Dr.  Thornton  Page,  the  eminent  astronomer  who  in  1952  served 
on  the  scientific  panel  to  evaluate  UFO  reports  (see  Chapter  vii). 
After  receiving  a copy  of  the  Fitzgerald  Report,  he  wrote  to  a mem- 
ber of  the  Akron  Committee: 

*As  a scientist  I am  interested  in  unexplained  phenomena, 
but  the  one  or  ones  responsible  for  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  sighting  is  or 
are  undoubtedly  highly  complex.  It  is  just  as  false  to  say  simply 
that  she  saw  a flying  saucer  20  feet  in  diameter  as  it  is  to  say  that 
she  saw  nothing,  or  that  she  simply  saw  the  train  headlight  on  a 
mist.  Certainly,  I would  not  expect  a pair  of  Air  Force  investigators 
to  be  able  to  explain  her  sighting  (and  the  others)  satisfactorily 
from  interviews  two  weeks  after  the  event.  It  would  be  ridiculous 
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to  propose  that  a team  of  experts  in  the  fields  of  physics,  psychology, 
meteorology,  engineering  and  railroading  be  sent  to  Sheffield  Lake, 
Ohio,  to  study  these  sighting  from  all  possible  angles. 

“I  have  already  written  to  you  and  to  others  that  your  fundamen- 
tal error  is  in  oversimplifying  your  explanations  of  complex  natural 
phenomena  by  assuming  a common  cause  without  justification.  If 
you  say  that  everything  you  cannot  understand  is  caused  by  grem- 
lins, then  gremlins  are  everywhere!  And  the  Air  Force  would 
need  a much  larger  budget  to  investigate  every  sighting  or  hearing 
or  feeling  of  a gremlin! 

. . The  onus  is  not  on  the  Air  Force  or  me  to  prove  that  no 
flying  saucer  was  present  that  ni^t;  the  onus  is  on  you  and  your 
UFO  Research  Committee  to  prove  that  there  is  no  other  explana- 
tion of  what  was  seen  and  heard.” 


I 


' one  o!  tUo  mo.t  notorious  »c^»^  i„,«Uy.  «« 

embodied  in  a Committee  of  AVron,  Ob 

published  '^^close  ^^ationship  with  NIC AP^  ^^e^sh^b  discuss  it  in 
„^„t»ln,  a eompletely  ’ "thod,  of  the  flyfrg- 

detail  to  illustrate  the  pecul 

* Tfe  Air  Fol^  The  incident  ‘”f  ^rtrib^i»"»‘  » '"“S*'' 

r t!o  'T"i:a"  :fe: 

document,  us^  ® „diture  of  public  ‘"'^'■/congressmen,  and 

tnge  of  letter.  In  «U  UFO  Wstory.  no  Urge 

I equally  made  from  M>  small  “ "J"  j,j  „ center  at 

mountain  has  ev  the  Air  Technical  In  g \i«  William 

1 On  September  3®*  received  » letter  from 

1 Wrigbt-Patterson  ^bio,  reporting 

IlTti 


t 


'UFO  Sishting 


Sheffield  Jjake,  Ohio 


Morning  of  September  21 » 1958 f app.  3 a«m. 


gone  to  bed  after  watching  the  lato  movie 

on  television.  This  was  about  3 am.  She  was  in  bed  with  her 
eyes  closed,  when  the  room  was  illuminated  by  a very  strong 

light,  csuislng  her  to  open  her  eyes#  The  witness  was  as- 
tonished, because  the  window  curtains  were  drawn,  and  the 
room  was  "brighter  thsin  In  the  daytime#**  She  then  rose,  and 
standing  on  the  bed,  pulled  back  the  curtains  and  looked  out 
the  window#  (see  fig.  1 ) 


Looking  through  the  window,  the  witness  saw  a round  object 
(see  fig#  2)  about  20  feet  In  diameter  and  ten  feet  from  the 
house#  The  object  was  travelling  slowly  in  a northerly  direct- 
ion across  the  front  yard,  and  losing  altitude.  At  the  tine  o 
it  was  first  sighted  the  object  was  about  6 feet  off  the  ground* 
It  proceeded  until  reaching  a point  about  50  feet  from  the 
vitneoe,  In  the  lot  next  door  (see  fig#  5)  Here  the  object 
stoored  for  several  seconds#  It  then  moved  south  Into  the 
front  yard  to  a point  about  25  feet  from  the  witnosn#  The 
object  made  two  tight  clockv;ioe  turns,  then  shot  straight  up 
and  out  of  sight. 

Close  questioning  about  the  motion  of  the  object  brought  out 
the  following.  During  its  novo  from  a position  in  front  of 
the  wlnd'Jw  to‘  the  position  in  the  lot  50  fe?:t  north  of  the 
window,  the  object  was  descending  with  a notion  "like  a fea- 
ther dropping, **  The  witness  explained  that  this  was  a slight 
side  to  side  oscillation.  \^ien  it  returned  half  way  into  the 
front  yard,  it  made  two  tight  turns.  The  v/itnesn  thinks  that 


During  the  turning  maneuver  the  object  did  not  tip  at  all.  It 
remained  flat  during  the  turns.  Then  the  object  flov/  out  of 
eighty  going  otraight  up. 


The  witness  was  so  frightened  by  this  experience  that  she  could 
not  call  out  to  her  husband,  who  was  sleeping  in  the  bed.  She 
did  try  to  rouse  him  by  kicking  v/ith  her  left  foot,  but  was 
unable  to  do  so.  During  this  time  she  did  not  take  hor  eyes 
off  the  object. 


At  tills  same  tim 


ears  old,  got  out  of 


bed  to  go  to  the  bathroom*  He  also  was  attracted  by  the  bright 
light.  Stepping  on  a heat  register  to  get  the  necessary  he- 
ight to  see  out  of  the  window  in  his  room,  he  watched  the  ob- 
ject perform  the  same  motions  described  by  his  mother.  However 
neither  party  notified  the  other  that  he  had  seen  the  object. 
Hoth  vent  to  sleep. 


The  next  morning 


told  his  father  about  the  sighting,  to 


Several 


which  his  father  replied  '*  It  was  Just  a bad  dream.*' 

hoUK% 

later  Joined  hor  husband  and  son  for 


breakfast.  It  was  then  that  slio  began  telling  her  husband 


about  the  object  she  saw.  Mr. 
to  keep  quiet,  and  hoard  his 


autloned  hie  son 


ropeat  the  story 


hod 


told.  The  reports  coincided  in  evory  point,  even  though 

witnes3  knew  of  the  other  when  the  sighting  took 
place.  Thus  the  object  was  seen  simultaneously  and  indopon- 
dently  by  two  persons. 


Both  witnesses  reported  a noise  like  an  hum  and  a whirr  com- 
bined. **11116  a Jet  engine  warming  up,**  said  Mrs 
simulated  the  noise  by  whistling  and  humming. 


The  object  seemed  to  be  "aluminum  solor."  There  vere  no 
lights  on  in  nearby  houseSf  and  there  are  no  street  lights 
in  this  neighborhood*  JCX5/4:>2to:CCKX^«:aXS0XlCKXt?atC  the  sky  was 
cloudy.  The  source  of  the  original  bright  light  was  not 
definitely  established,  but  was  assumed  to  be  iha  due  to 
the  object*  During  the  entire  perdod  of  observation  the 

m- 

object  was  visible  because  of  the  light  given  off  by  two 
clouds  of  gloving  gas  which  the  object  gave  off.  This  gas 
emanated  from  two  sets  of  tubes  or  "machine  guns  " in  the  rim. 
The  gas  did  not  seem  to  bo  propelling  the  object.  The 
witness  says  that  the  light  was  sufficient  to  light  up  the 
surrounding  ground,  but  threw  no  shado%/s  on  the  pbject  itself. 
She  did  not  notice  if  other  shadows  ( from  telephone  pole,  etc.) 
were  present.  The  smoke  was  a gray-pink  color. 

The  object  seemed  to  bo  solid,  as  nothing  in  the  background 
could  be  seen  through  it.  It  was  seen  against  a stationary 
and  familiar  b'^ckground.  The  witness  wasllooking  down  on 
it  during  the  timo  it  was  stationary,  so  her  estimates  of 
size  and  location  must  be  reasonably  accurate, 

The  bright  light  which  alarmed  Mrs.  seen  by 

four  other  peonle  in  the  noi^borhood.  One  woman  heard  the 
whirring  noise.  Ho  one  else  saw  the  object. 


The  same  night,  at  2*30  am,  Mrs, 


Lorain,  was  startled  by  a bright  li£jit  which 
made  the  room  she  was  sleeping  in  like  "it  was  6 am  instead 
of  2 am."  She  thought  that  the  sun  had  ri; 


. The  light 

mystified  her,  so  she  went  to  the  window  to  try  to  discover 

T.pnV'fn/7  un  in  the  ’VSV/  sky,  she  saw  a red  object 


44- 


